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It is a pleasure for me to present you the 2018 Annual Re-
port, my first one as President of the EDTNA/ERCA. It has 
been a great honour to serve as your President and help 
lead the Association in accomplishing its goals. This was 
possible thanks to the commitment of the Association’s 
Volunteers and a well-defined Collaboration Programme 
with our Industry Partners, Universities and other Profes-
sional Associations. We have worked according to a long- 
term strategy to reach consistency in our work which in 
the end has created results. Our long-term strategy is 
based on our Vision “We always strive for Excellence in 

everything we do”. Our Knowledge and Experience ensure that the outcome of our Educational Programmes and 
Projects in Collaboration with our Volunteers and Partners shows the evidence of this!

Our Mission is to build on our reason to be an Association of members – the benefit of our Colleagues, Patients and 
their Families - Achieving the Best Standards of Education and Research for all renal care professionals, Caring 
and Supporting for the benefit of our Patients and their Families around the world!

Last but not least, I would like to take this opportunity and thank everyone who has dedicated any amount of 
time and energy to making the EDTNA/ERCA activities as successful as they have been. I am proud to be President 
of such productive Association and work with Volunteers, colleagues, friends, industry partners, Secretariat, Mar-
keting Director and Conference Department who have supported me during the first year of my Presidency and 
provided their support, advice and friendship. It has been a unique time for me and I believe that the Association 
has gone through a year of stability and has an optimistic future. Detailed information about strategies, activi-
ties, projects, and Volunteers are provided within this report. 

Introduction / President’s Message

Edita Noruisiene 
EDTNA/ERCA President

New Volunteers or changing roles in 2018

EDTNA/ERCA is very proud of counting a pool of 
more than 50 Volunteers which cover the wide 
multidisciplinary focus of our Association. New 
Volunteers and Volunteers in new positions were 
officially appointed at the Annual General Meeting 
held at the 47th Annual International EDTNA/ERCA 
Conference in Genoa, Italy:

•Tai Mooi Ho Wong (Spain) – Executive Committee 
Member

•Anastasia Liossatou (Greece) – Executive Committee 
Member

•Ann Klis (Poland) – Executive Committee Member

•Ilaria de Barbieri (Italy) – Scientific Programme Chair

•Veronica Strini (Italy) – Research Group

•Michel Roden (Belgium) / Project Group Member – 
DOPPS

•Carlos Gonçalves – Brand Ambassador, Portugal

•Nils Andersson – Brand Ambassador, Sweden

•Donatella Chinello – Brand Ambassador, Italy

•Aneta Trzcinska – Brand Ambassador, Poland

•Silvija Vladislavić – Brand Ambassador, Croatia

•Despo Theodorou – Brand Ambassador, Cyprus

•Reem Saeed Mohammed Alhameedi, Saudi Arabia 

Welcome to all and many thanks to those who have 
left the team this year.
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As a Swiss Association we are accountable and legally liable that data given by or retrieved from our members, 
delegates, interested colleagues and partners are managed according to Date Regulations of Switzerland and 
General Data Protection Regulations (GDPR) of European Union (EU)l due to our service providers and any mandated 
person in EU Countries; the individual as owner of personal data has more rights on information of collection, 
transparency in handling and storage, sharing and deletion. A consent given can be revoked at any time. Processes 
for handling, storage and deletion are to be described by providers , staff shall be identifiable when involved in 
processing.Thus the following statement as part of General Terms and Conditions can be found on the Website at 
indicated places and on forms where needed.

A general statement approved by Swiss Lawyer says that all participants and booking entities of Events take 
note and acknowledge by ticking or undersigning on application or registration forms and as requested; that any 
personal, professional or financial data collected and managed by or for EDTNA/ERCA is handled and stored for 
the constitutional remit of EDTNA/ERCA only, and according to Swiss Law, EU regulations and national law of 
contracted service providers involved. The collected and managed data shall not be used for commercial purposes 
or sold to third parties. Every person and entity involved has the right to get information from EDTNA/ERCA on 
the personal data collected and managed by EDTNA/ERCA and its partners at any time and ask for a complete 
deletion.

Complete information and statements on handling photo shooting, recording and collection of data by websites or 
multimedia can be found on the EDTNA/ERCA website

Association Responsibilities - Future Way of 
Working

At the Annual General Meeting (AGM) 2017 the EC asked the AGM to approve changes to the Constitution to enhance 
compliance with requirements for a Swiss Association. At the end of 2017 the Executive Committee learned that: 

The changes approved were not sufficient for a successful renewal of registration as Non-Profit Organization (NPO) 
in the Canton of Lucerne and for commercial registration. 

The trustee office who gave EDTNA/ERCA domicile for more than 20 years did finally abandon the activity to legally 
host entities such as charities and foundations in Switzerland 

Registration of EDTNA/ERCA at the chamber of commerce is a pre-requisite for achieving a Non-Profit Status and 
for financial, fiscal and legal activity in Switzerland

Consequently, the EC decided to move the legal venue from the Canton of Lucerne to the Canton of Nidwalden 
and to hold Swiss and legal office in the premises of Alpina Treuhand AG, Seestrasse 91, Hergiswil, NW and to apply 
there for commercial and legal registration. Under the new official address EDTNA/ERCA is already registered for 
Swiss VAT since a long time.

Motion 2018 Approved by the Annual General Meeting

Data Protection
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The current Constitution and other documents were prepared in a parallel version of German and English; the 
draft was amended in a number of points for matters of compliance with the official constitutional template for 
Swiss Associations and was put forward to Swiss lawyers for review.

The review showed that some parts such as the setup of the Executive Committee, terms for its members and 
officers, election processes with explanations shall be described by a ”Policy and Procedure” document and not 
in the Constitution. The core of a Swiss Constitution shall be to outline the purpose of the Association which is 
unchanged in the draft submitted, the institutions and the authority, the remit and signing leaders, but to have 
the set up of leadership, processes and timelines in an operational document, named “Policy and Procedure”.

Compliance

The MedTech Europe Code of Ethical Business Practice 
regulates all aspects of the industry’s relationship 
with Healthcare Professionals (HCPs) and Healthcare 
Organisations (HCOs), to ensure that all interactions are 
ethical and professional at all times and to maintain the 
trust of regulators, and – most importantly – patients.

Under the MedTech Europe Code of Ethical Business Practice (the “Code”), Member Companies are not permitted 
to pay registration fees, travel or hospitality expenses directly to individual Healthcare Professionals for their 
participation in educational conferences organised by third-parties as of 1st January, 2018.

Medical Education may be supported through the provision of Educational Grants to Healthcare Organisations in 
compliance with the rules set out in the Code. To prevent abuses, specific safeguards when providing Educational 
Grants have been developed, including the obligation to disclose these Educational Grants. However, the new 
MedTech Guidelines regulating the sponsoring of companies for scientific conferences requires that the event is 
approved by the “Conference Vetting System”. 

Conference Vetting System (CVS) is an independently managed system which reviews the compliance of third-
party educational events with MedTech Europe Code of Ethical Business Practice and Mecomed Code of Business 
Practice (the “Codes”) to determine the appropriateness for companies which are members of MedTech Europe 
and Mecomed to provide financial support to such events in the form of educational grants or commercial activities 
(booths, advertising, satellite symposium)

Members of MedTech Europe and Mecomed cannot provide support to an event that has not been previously 
positively assessed by CVS. Furthermore, the decisions rendered by the Compliance Officer are binding to MedTech 
Europe and Mecomed members. This means that these members cannot provide support to an event which is found 
to be not compliant. Any company member of MedTech could not participate and support any conference (including 
EDTNA/ERCA) if not previously approved by CVS. 

To be able to obtain the approval of 2019 Conference, EDTNA/ERCA must provide the documentation related to 
the Conference, including the Scientific Programme, between 4 to 6 months before the starting of the Conference. 
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Our Association always strives for Excellence in everything 
we do. Our Knowledge and Experience ensure that the 
outcome of our Educational Programmes and Projects in 
Collaboration with our Partners shows the evidence of this. 

Through our Global presence we have an opportunity to 
share knowledge and experience not only at Conferences, 
Seminars, and through Publications but also through 
Webinars. All this creates excellent opportunities for 
everyone involved, to be able to live according to our 
Mission : Achieving the Best Standards of Education and 
Research for all renal care professionals Caring and 
Supporting Patients and Families around the world!.

The number of projects consolidated in 2018 was extremely successful. This was achieved thanks to the enthusiasm 
and inspired work of the Association’s Volunteers, the Industry Partners support and the guidance of our Marketing 
Director. All together comprise the needed network to reach our yearly objectives. Below is a short summary of 
some of the projects: 

Association’s Achievements - Projects, Activities & 
Collaborations successfully completed

Maria Cruz Casal 
EDTNA/ERCA Publications Coordinator

This handbook has been an initiative of EDTNA/ERCA 
Haemodialysis Consultant, Ruben Iglesias. It has been 
written by Key Opinion Leaders in Europe with expertise 
on vascular access ultrasound examination. The aim of this 
handbook is to be a useful tool for daily practice, and it 
is addressed to nurses, physicians and all the healthcare 
professionals involved in renal care who are interested in 
vascular access ultrasound. 

The book has been endorsed by the Vascular Access Society 
(VAS) and the printing has been sponsored by an unrestricted educational grant from Fresenius Medical Care. 
A successful practical workshop using the ultrasound for vascular access examination was run at the Annual 
International Conference, and was attended by a great number of Conference delegates. The machines used 
for this workshop were facilitated by General Electric, and thanks to the patients from Genoa hospitals who 
cooperated by letting the attendees perform a real live practice. Many thanks to all of them!

Handbook on Ultrasound for Vascular
Access Examination -From the Specialist to the Nurse 

Ruben Iglesias 
EDTNA/ERCA Haemodialysis Consultant

Two Workshops on: 
a) Dialysis Catheter Care - Results from a Theoretical analysis 
b) Dialysis Access site care – A country-based approach was also provided thanks to the support of

Workshops on Vascular Access
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Vascular access is considered to be the ‘lifeline’ of the 
patient with end-stage renal disease. For this reason 
vascular access management must always be in focus, and 
the nursing team should be well trained on this topic.

With the trilogy of vascular access booklets, the authors 
have effectively and comprehensively summarised 
everything that all dialysis care operators need to know in 
order to care for and manage efficiently the different types 
of vascular access. We would like to acknowledge everyone 
involved in the development of the Vascular Access booklet 
trilogy for having updated our knowledge in this field in a 
very pragmatic and didactic way. 

EDTNA/ERCA acknowledges Fresenius Medical Care for the 
great support by sponsoring this project.

7

Oral Care Guideline for Adult Patients with Chronic Kidney 
Disease 

Maria Teresa Parisotto - Editor

The AVF, AVG, CVC booklet Trilogy – ‘The long - awaited Guides to 
the Art of Access Management’ was completed.

This project started in 2017 with a workshop which was 
recorder and uploaded to the web.

After that a book was written by Mrs. Tai Mooi Ho Wong, 
EDTNA/ERCA Project Coordinator and Dr Naveed Kumar,  
Consultant in special Care Dentistry. The aims of the 
handbook are to highlight this importance of mouth care, 
provide support to renal nurses in oral care and ensure 
that oral health assessment is included in the care plan for 
every patient with CKD. It describes the oral manifestations 
in adult patients with CKD as well as the impact of poor 

oral health that can negatively affect these patients’ quality of life. It provides basic oral assessment procedures 
and evidence-based recommendations that renal nurses may use in their daily practice. The workshop was 
repeated during the Conference in Genoa.

Tai Mooi Ho Wong 
EDTNA/ERCA Project Leader 

DOES CANNULATION TECHNIQUE IMPACT ARTERIOVENOUS FISTULA AND GRAFT SURVIVAL? 

Speaker: Maria Teresa Parisotto - Fresenius Medl Care

PART I - Vascular Access (VA) cannulation and care, is one of the most important responsibilities of the nurses. 
Preserving the patient lifeline is in our hands.
PART 2 - Does cannulation technique impact arteriovenous fistula and graft survival? Technical aspects influencing 
the VA survival!
This webinar is available at: www.edtnaerca.org 

EDTNA/ERCA Webinar about Vascular Access 
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Exploring Nutrition Support Practices in Haemodialysis Units - App.

This project has been consolidated with an App through 
the Collaboration Programme between EDTNA/ERCA and 
B. Braun. Dietary intervention is of high importance for 
patients with Chronic Kidney Disease, for disease outcome 
and for prevention and treatment of malnutrition. The aim 
of this Project is to reach all renal healthcare professionals 
caring for patients with CKD, offering them the chance to 
learn from experts about malnutrition and increase the 
awareness of the way to estimate nutritional status and 
provide nutritional support.

This project was launched and complemented with a Round 
Table Discussion on: Exploring Nutrition Support practices in 
Haemodialysis Units at the Conference in Genoa.

A Joint Project between EDTNA/ERCA & 

Kalliopy Anna Poulia  
EDTNA/ERCA Nutrition Consultant

Home Haemodialysis - A Nurses Guide to Implementing Best 
Practice in Home Haemodialysis- Applications.

This App with two different entry points: for health care 
professionals and for patients, was initiated through the 
Collaboration Programme between EDTNA/ERCA and NxStage 
Medical. It offers the chance to learn from experts about 
caring for patients who choose HHD treatment. Patients 
who take responsibility for their dialysis treatments are 
empowered and this can improve the quality of their life. 
The App is now available in 4 languages, English, German, 
French and Spanish for both the HealthCare Professionals 
and Patients. Translation from English into French, German 
and Spanish was achieved thanks to the leadership of 
EDTNA/ERCA Brand Ambassadors (BA) supported by country 
colleagues:
French: Michel Roden (Belgium BA) & Michel Lambotte 
German: Angela Drähne (German BA) & Waltraud Küntzle 
Spanish: Anna Junque (Spanish BA) & Anna Martí, Yaiza 
Martínez, Guillem Pedreira, Conchi Pereira, Belén Sepa and 
Ignacio Gonzalez 
A Round Table with the title: A Guide to Implement Home 
Haemodialysis – Meet the Authors & translators was also 
part of Genoa Conference Scientific Programme

A Joint Project between EDTNA/ERCA & 

Michel Roden, Angela Drahne, Anna Junque – BAs 
from Belgium, Germany and Spain



Annual Report 2018

9

Safety going Digital - Increasing the Awareness of Venous Needle 
Dislodgement (VND) App.Translation into Spanish

It all started in 2008 when EDTNA/ERCA identified the gap 
of knowledge about VND - Venous Needle Dislodgement. And 
the question was – how and what we can do to increase 
the awareness about VND and the consequences if nobody 
acts? The Aim of this Project is to increase healthcare 
professionals’ awareness of minimizing the risk of VND, 
by providing this educational tool which includes Patient 
Education. Implementing this knowledge into practice will 
improve patient quality of life. This years’ achievement 
was to translate the App into Spanish by: Tai Mooi Ho Wong, 
Anna Marti i Monros and Ruben Iglesias

Tai Mooi Ho Wong – Anna Marti – . Ruben Iglesias – 
Translators into Spanish

A Joint Project between EDTNA/ERCA & 

The Art of Communication – A Nurses Guide to Implementing Best 
Practice in Communication. Translation into: French, Russian and 
Spanish

Project supported by

Our Association is unique in the world by offering educational 
materials in several languages to make them useful to non-
English speaker. This year this book has been translated into 
three languages:

Croatian: Silvija Vladislavic, Danijel Pripeljas, Antonija 
Tomas , Natasa Graho
Russian: Jane Golland, Maya Lyubarsky, Nelly 
Bulgackova, Tatyana Glushenkovat
Spanish: Juan Francisco Babío, Tai Mooi Ho Wong

A workshop on “A Guide for Nurses in their day to day 
communication” was also held at the Conference run by 
Mike Kelly and Debbie Fortnum, was also held at the  

Mike Kelly-EDTNA/ERCA Psychological Care 
Consultant & Debbie Fortnum – Brand Ambassador 

from Australia and New Zealand 
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Updated version of The Profile of Nephrology Nursing

 Authors: Prof. Marie Richards, Mrs. Debbie Fortnum and Prof. 
Maria Saraiva

One of the educational objectives during 2018 was focused 
on the Role of the Nephrology Nurse who continues to be at 
the forefront of care delivery, in a variety of settings and who 
is highly valued by patients, other healthcare professionals 
and healthcare services. With the Nursing Profiling Project 
we focus in the fundamental role of any nurse, caring for 
individuals and their families who face challenges with their 
health and well-being.

EDTNA/ERCA acknowledges Mrs. Anki Davidson, Marketing Director of EDTNA/ERCA for her cooperation with the 
design of this brochure.

Prof. Marie Richards, EDTNA/ERCA BA from United 
Arab Emirates – Prof. Debbie Fortnum,EDTNA/ERCA 
BA from Australia/New Zealand – Prof. Maria Saraiva 

EDTNA/ERCA Accreditation Committee 

ELECTRONIC LIBRARY

The E-Library is an Online educational resource for 
Health Care Professionals, lead by Karen Jenkins & Lesley 
Bennett. Individual papers are written at different levels 
and are colour-coded to help readers identify the level 
of information for individuals needs. Each paper provides 
learning outcomes at the beginning and has questions at 
the end so that readers can check that these outcomes have 
been achieved.
 The E-Library has being enlarged with 2 new papers:
Managing Patients on Haemodialysis with Diabetes - Authors: 
Sarah Gregory & Karen Jenkins, UK
Patient-centred renal care – psychosocial care for patients 

with renal disease - Author: Michael Kelly, EDTNA/ERCA Psychological Care Consultant, Ireland 
Added to that, educational papers already available had been translated into several languages. They all are 
available at www.edtnaerca.org 

Karen Jenkins and Lesley Bennett
EDTNA/ERCA CKD and Anaemia Consultants,  

respectively

Nurses perspective on Cannulation device - Results of an 
International Survey

Objective: Investigate common practices of Cannulation Techniques devices used.
The intent was to increase the awareness and identify educational gaps and need for further provision of 
knowledge for renal nurses.
This project was complemented with a Round Table Discussion at the Conference focused on two main topics: a) 
Plastic Cannulae vs Metal Needles: Is metal needle the right cannulation device for every patient? & b) Clinical 
and Economic considerations that drive cost of cannulation using metal needles vs plastic cannulae.

A Joint Project between EDTNA/ERCA & 
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Regular Publications
NEWSLETTER

Four Editions per year with the main objective of keeping 
members and readers worldwide updated on the Association’s 
projects and activities. Translated from English into 21 
languages/country versions thanks to EDTNA/ERCA Brand 
Ambassadors. Distributed Worldwide and through Social Media. 
Every member of the Newsletter translations network receives 
a yearly certificate for their CV. 

Maria Cruz Casal 
EDTNA/ERCA Newsletter Editor

and much more….. 
 See Genoa Conference photo gallery

Dr. Nicola Thomas 
JoRC Editor

Journal of Renal Care

The Journal of Renal Care (JoRC), formally the EDTNA/ERCA 
Journal, is the official publication of the European Dialysis 
and Transplant Nursing Association/European Renal Care 
Association (EDTNA/ERCA). It publishes a broad range of 
peer-reviewed clinical, research and educational papers for 
health care professionals working in kidney care.
The JoRC seeks to provide content that is relevant to, 
and reflective of, the growing diversity of the renal care 
community. The Journal Editors are delighted to announce 

that a Patient Editor, Henning Sondergaard, has now joined the Editorial team. The main role of the Patient Editor 
is to communicate the results of important research studies published in the Journal to patients and their families. 
Each time an issue is published the Patient Editor will review the published papers and select a paper of most 
interest to patients. The Patient Editor will then write a one page summary, which will be published in hard copy 
and on-line. This summary will then be disseminated to patient’s association by email and also on social media. 
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On behalf of the EDTNA/ERCA Scientific Programme 
Committee (SPC), I would like to thank everyone that 
joined us in Genova last September. Our team greatly 

appreciated the investment and engagement of our members in the Conference. We hope that this report will be 
an inspiration for their future work, and also for the work of those who could not attend the Conference.

From the beginning, our goal at SPC was to showcase the work of as many EDTNA/ERCA members as possible. 
We are thrilled that so many of you were actively involved in the programme. Our members from 34 countries, 
submitted nearly 300 abstracts from which 249 were accepted. All that hard work formed the content of an 
inclusive and dynamic Conference. We had 55 oral presentations, 48 Short Oral Presentations and 146 posters.

The rewards went to:

•Best Poster Award chosen by the Conference Delegates - 1st Prize

Tunnelled central venous catheters: case study about a personalised approach to exit site care. S. Garcia1, R. 
Trindade1, N. Gonçalves1, B. Pinto2, R. Peralta2, J. Fazendeiro Matos2

1NephroCare Alverca, Fresenius Medical Care, Alverca, Portugal; 2NephroCare Portugal, Fresenius Medical Care, 
Porto, Portugal 

•Poster Scholarship Award - 1st Prize

Alternative treatment for a patient with resistant Clostridium difficile infection. N. Zsuzsa Éva1, B. Thomas1, B. 
József1 (1Fresenius Medical Care Dialysis Centre, Debrecen, Hungary)

•Poster Scholarship Award - 2nd Prize

 Evaluation of the quality of the life in compliant and non-compliant dialysis patients. R. Arslanova1, A. 
Schastlivtseva1, T. Glushenkova2, M. T. Parisotto3

1Fresenius NephroCare Dialysis Centre, Fresenius Medical Care, Saratov, Russian Federation; 2Fresenius NephroCare 
Dialysis Centre, Fresenius Medical Care, Ulyanovsk, Russian Federation; 3Care Value Management EMEA, Fresenius 
Medical Care, Bad Homburg, Germany

 •Poster Scholarship Award - 3rd Prize

Oral health in patients on haemodialysis. I. Budakova1, T. Glushenkova2, M. T. Parisotto3

Highlights of 47th Annual International 
Conference 

Berislav Poje  
Scientific Programme Committee Chair
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1Fresenius NephroCare Dialysis Centre, Fresenius Medical Care, Stary Oskol, Russian Federation; 2Fresenius 
NephroCare Dialysis Centre, Fresenius Medical Care, Ulyanovsk, Russian Federation; 3Care Value Management 
EMEA, Fresenius Medical Care, Bad Homburg, Germany

•Manuscripts Award Winners - 1st Prize

Quality of Life, decision making, cognition, performance and frailty in conservative management. H. Noble1, K. 
Brazil1, A. Burns2, C. Carswell1, C. McDowell3, C. Normand4, C. Thompson5, P. Roderick6, P. Maxwell7, M. Yaqoob8

1School of Nursing and Midwifery, Queen’s University Belfast, Belfast, United Kingdom; 2Nephrology, Royal Free 
London NHS Foundation Trust), London, United Kingdom; 3Northern Ireland Clinical Trials Unit, The Royal Hospitals, 
Belfast, United Kingdom; 4Centre for Health Policy and Management, Trinity College Dublin, Dublin, Ireland; 
5Northern Ireland Kidney Patient Association, Belfast Health and Social Care Trust, Belfast, United Kingdom; 
6Public Health, University of Southampton, Southampton, United Kingdom; 7School of Medicine, Dentistry and 
Biomedical Sciences and the Regional Nephrology Unit, Belfast City Hospital, Queen’s University Belfast and 
Belfast Health and Social Care Trust, Belfast, United Kingdom; 8Renal Department, The Royal London Hospital, 
London, United Kingdom

•Manuscripts Award Winners -2nd Prize

Measuring the renal transplant patient experience in Saudi Arabia. A. Orabe1, G. Sedgewick1, J. Sedgewick1, T. 
Elkady2, A. Al Dawdiah1, W. Habhab3

1Department of Nursing Affairs, King Faisal Specialist Hospital & Research Centre, Jeddah, Saudi Arabia; 
2Department of Pharmacy, King Faisal Specialist Hospital & Research Center, Jeddah, Saudi Arabia; 3Department 
of Medicine, King Faisal Specialist Hospital & Research Centre, Jeddah, Saudi Arabia

•Manuscripts Award Winners - 3rd Prize

Nutritional support practices and barriers for renal nurses – results from a worldwide survey. K. A. Poulia1, M. C. 
Casal Garcia2, D. Marcelli3, B. Weise3

1Department of Nutrition and Dietetics, Laiko General Hospital of Athens, Athens, Greece; 2Laboratory of 
Nephrology, Hospital Universitario 12 de Octubre, Madrid, Spain; 3Medical Scientific Affairs, B. Braun Avitum AG, 
Melsungen, Germany

Added to the several scientific sessions that were previously mentioned because they were linked with projects 
we want to say a big thanks to EDTNA/ERCA Volunteers who have organized workshops focused on really important 
topics like: 

Dr. John Sedgewick, EDTNA/ERCA Education Consultant & 
Dr. Helen Noble, Research Group Chair 

 The Leadership Challenge… Are YOU up for it? 

Dr. Helen Noble

 Developing your Renal Research Project 
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All EDTNA/ERCA Volunteers have been crucial for the 
success of the Conference. Here are mentioned only a 
few ones but all of them (see the list at the end of this 
document) deserve our recognition and appreciation.

The Conference Scientific Programme was accredited with 
18 ICNEC credits

My team and I would like to give a massive THANK YOU to 
all participants for bringing so many diverse backgrounds 
and perspectives to the Conference. It was a pleasure 
witnessing all the relationships forged throughout 2018.

Jeanette Finderup, EDTNA/ERCA BA for Denmark 

 How to do a case study? 

Karen Jenkins & Lesley Bennett EDTNA/ERCA Consultants 
for CKD and Anaemia respectively

 Anemia

Maria Arminda Tavares, EDTNA/ERCA Peritoneal Dialysis 
Consultant & Aase Riemann, The Netherlands BA

 Peritoneal Dialysis – Exit–site care dressing best practices 
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Mrs. Edita Noruisiene EDTNA/ERCA President would like to take this opportunity to gratefully acknowledge Industry 
Partners with their continued support and the successful Partnership through our Collaboration Programme.

A very special thank-you to our conference delegates for taking their time and effort to join us in Genoa.In 
addition, we are grateful to our EDTNA/ERCA dedicated Volunteers who once again played a fundamental role in 
the Conference success. Sincere gratitude is also extended to our Guest Speakers, all colleagues who presented 
their work, the Conference Department, Marketing Director and Secretariat. 

MANY THANKS to all!   

Our Industry Partners for their Corporate Education and Round table Sessions, Symposiums and very inspiring 
Workshops --our Exhibitors; Our Sponsors .. 

As previously said, the EDTNA/ERCA Volunteers were fundamental for the Conference success, Guest Speakers, 
all of those who presented their work, the Conference Department, Marketing Director and Secretariat, MANY 
THANKS to all.

Along with the International Conference, Members attended the Annual General Meeting (AGM) of EDTNA/ERCA. 
The Executive Committee put forward a motion regarding needed changes to the Constitution. The motion was 
approved by majority. I like to thank all of the members for showing trust in the leadership of the Association.

Take the opportunity to enjoy all the nice memories from Genoa by looking at the photos which you find at our 
website www.edtnaerca.org Genoa Conference 2018. 

We are moving forward with our Environmental Strategy and, the Application is a proof of evidence. The  
EDTNA/ERCA Conference App has been used by the majority of delegates We are, as an Association, in the forefront 
of Online Communication and the App has been a focus for some years and will continue to be one of our focus 
for the coming years.

We hope you will join us at the 48th EDTNA/ERCA conference in Prague 2019.

Closing Remarks
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In the Finance Year 2018 the Association continued with 
processing accurate and safe operations. 

Membership services and educational offerings were 
maintained at a good level. The Association continued 
to work on new projects, held the 47th International 
Conference with success and continued to publish Scientific 
and Educational publications such as the Journal of Renal 
Care and other valued material.

The Bookkeeping 2018 was conducted again in the currency 
EURO. All transactions are correctly and transparently 
booked. The examination of all current assets was made on 

the basis of original bank statements. All statements and vouchers were correctly filed. The balances stated are 
equal to values stated in the Balance Sheet of the Finance Report.

Amounts remaining in transfer or settlement accounts, accruals and adjustments found in the bookkeeping are at 
a required minimum and in line with those seen during past years. 

The Association operated an annual budget of 811,447 EUR. The result of the year 2018 shows a loss of EUR 97,518. 
Costs of the International Conference are changing according to venue and country. Those of 2018 were higher 
in the Conference budget and actual accounts. As per 31.12.2018 investments of EUR 300,000 are balanced as 
reserve.

The official Audit and internal review of EDTNA/ERCA accounts, finance processes and bookkeeping was successfully 
conducted on 25.02.2019. A formal statement of the Auditor will be submitted to the Annual General Meeting 2019 
in Prague, Czech Republic. 

EDTNA/ERCA changed legal and fiscal domicile in 2018, the new legal venue and Head Office is Seestrasse 91, CH 
6052 Hergiswil, NW, Switzerland. With the change EDTNA/ERCA responded to a requirement to be registered as a 
Non-Profit Association in the Commercial Register; the one of the Canton of Nidwalden.

The process of safeguarding the financial viability and independent legal and fiscal status of the Association remains 
a challenge. Cost containment, proper processes, safe investment of reserves, and supporting the organisation 
of a successful International Conference, membership services and projects will be again the main goals for the 
Finance Team in 2019.

As the Treasurer I would like to thank all my colleagues in the Executive Committee, Edita Noruisiene the President 
of Association, Alois Gorke, the Finance coordinator, and other professional providers for their work and support 
during the year 2018.

Finances Report

Jane Golland  
EDTNA/ERCA Treasurer
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The website of the EDTNA/ERCA represents the 
Association, its vision, mission and various activities and 
projects that are running in the EDTNA/ERCA. Throughout 
the year we improved and updated the website on a 
regular basis by providing news from Renal Care World, 
various information about volunteer’s activities and the 
next EDTNA/ERCA conference. 

During the last year, the layout of the website was 
changed: all educational materials, publications, 
accreditation programme, Renal Pro forum and much 
more can now be found under the Academy section. 
Two webinars Vascular Access Part I & II took place 

during 2018. The recording of the webinars was published under the Academy section and open to all users. All 
publications, educational materials and annual report were moved to the open access area and now are available 
for all website visitors.

In the Member’s Only section, the Conference Abstract Book, Conference Posters, Conference Presentations and 
AGM minutes can be found. Free access to some articles from the Journal of Renal Care are also available for 
members of EDTNA/ERCA.

ONLINE STRATEGY 
Website and Social Media Activities during 2018

CLINICAL RESEARCH

The need of our Association to go deeper in the Nursing 
Clinical Practice led to the constitution of the new EDTNA/
ERCA Research Group. The aim of the Research Group is 
to develop and improve the Clinical Research, designed by 
EDTNA/ERCA. The members of the group are Dr. Helen Noble 
(chair), Dr. Ilaria de Barbieri (EC link) and Veronica Strini 
(data manager). The Research Group started a research 
project on Palliative Care in patients with Kidney Disease. 
AIM: To describe facilitations and barriers to providing 
palliative care in patients with ESKD across Europe.

 For the study “ Nurse-perceived facilitators and barriers to 
palliative care in patients with end-stage kidney disease: an 

international multicentre Delphi-survey” the third round of the Delphi survey has been completed. The next step 
will be the translation of the questionnaire into other languages to be distributed early 2019. 

Ilaria de Barbieri (EC link), Helen Noble (chair) and 
Veronica Strini (data manager)
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The Brand Ambassadors (BA) programme has been running very successfully since 
2013. We are proud to cover not only European countries such as Belgium, Croatia, 
Czech Republic, Denmark, Germany, Greece, Israel, Italy, Lithuania, Poland, 
Portugal, Serbia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, The Netherlands, Turkey, United 
Kingdom but also have representatives on the Global level from Lebanon, United 
Arab Emirates, Australia and New Zealand. During 2018, BAs from Cyprus and 
International BA from Saudi Arabia joined our team. Now we have representatives 
in 24 different countries. 

 The main goals of the BA programme is to enhance the relationship and link between EDTNA/ERCA and National 
Associations, having a strong local presence in each country and support EDTNA/ERCA members on the national 
level. In order to provide support to the BA team and have ongoing commutation with them, a number of meetings 
took place during the year; 4 WebEx meetings via computer and one physical meeting during the Annual Conference 
in Genoa. 

In spite of the difficult economic situation and tough sponsorship regulations within Europe, BAs succeed in continuing 
with their activaties on the national level in most counties during the past year. An EDTNA/ERCA promotional 
leaflet, 10 Reasons to be a Member, was updated and distributed to BAs.

We are proud to highlight various activities of the BA team on the national level such as the organization of educational 
events/seminars, presentations and booths during the National Conferences and events and, last but not least,  
translation of educational materials, books, applications, news, participation in surveys and research on behalf of the 
EDTNA/ERCA. Seven country meetings for Germany, Israel, Spain, Portugal, Poland, Lithuania, UK, United Arab 
Emirates were held during the Genoa Conference. It was an opportunity for the BAs to meet their colleagues, 
members of EDTNA/ERCA from their countries, to promote the Association, encourage and compliment nurses for 
their participation in the Annual Conference and presentations. 

Our objective for the next year is further expansion and development of the BA programme through encouragement 
and support in organizing national educational events and increasing awareness among professionals within the 
nephrology community about the benefits of EDTNA/ERCA membership. We will support participation in research 
and surveys within EDTNA/ERCA in order to enhance and strengthen the position of the nephrology nurse within the 
nephrology community in Europe and worldwide. 

We would like to thank our Brand Ambassadors for their hard work in the field of promoting activities, continuing 
EDTNA/ERCA awareness and bringing knowledge and education to an international level.

To be inspired by various BA activities within the countries, please visit our BA web page on the EDTNA/ERCA 
website: https://www.edtnaerca.org/about-us/brand-ambassadors 

Brand Ambassadors Programme Going 

Another Research project in collaboration with the Queen’s University of Belfast was: “Awareness, understanding 
and treatment practices among health care professionals involved in managing cachexia in patients with End-Stage 
Kidney Disease”. AIM: to explore the awareness, understanding and treatment practices of health care professionals 
who manage cachexia in people with renal disease.

One of the most relevant results were that more than 20% of respondents stated that they didn’t know what 
percentage of involuntary weight loss from baseline they consider a patient to be cachectic and need to start 
treatment. During the annual EDTNA/ERCA Conference, held in Genova in September 2018, a focus group was 
organized to collect more information about the Health care professionals’ perceptions of renal cachexia. 
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Collaborations with other Associations
EUROPEAN KIDNEY HEALTH ALLIANCE (EKHA)

AIM OF EKHA -To defend the case of the kidney patients 
and the nephrological community at the European Union 
and the European national level. EKHA Full Members 
and founding members of the Alliance are:

ERA-EDTA: European Renal Association – European 
Dialysis and Transplant Association

EKPF: European Kidney Patients’ Federation 

EDTNA/ERCA: European Dialysis & Transplant Nurses 
Association/European Renal Care Association 

IFKF: International Federation of Kidney Foundations HA is member of European Chronic Disease Alliance (ECDA) 

EKHA’s Leadership -The activities of EKHA are conducted under the responsibility of a Management Committee, 
composed of two representatives from each full member organization and a designated chairman. From 
EDTNA/ERCA: Ms Edita Noruisiene, President (Lithuania) and Mr Alois Gorke, Finances Coordinator (Germany)

EKHA aims to raise awareness of the importance of kidney health and the growing prevalence and societal burden 
of CKD in Europe; Influence EU strategies for early detection and prevention which can be implemented at national 
level; promote MTP I prefer harmonised standards of care throughout Europe; Influence future EU research priorities 
and secure funding for innovation in care; cooperate with other stakeholders in the chronic disease arena; provide 
expertise to the EU policy makers; participate as a network partner in European research projects

EDTNA/ERCA is committed to achieve the best standards of care for renal patients; feel to be advocate of the 
patients; meet and work in EKHA with physicians and patients and their organisations and foundations; Healthcare 
workers may be part of those at higher risk to get disease and disorders due to declined working conditions. 
EDTNA/ERCA wants to discuss and increase activities to be heard and seen together with partners in EUROPE and 
at the EUROPEAN UNION level.

Edita Noruisiene - EDTNA/ERCA President and Alois 
Gorke Finances Coordinator 
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EDTNA/ERCA is very aware that “Caring Together” is the way to improving the quality of care given to nephrology 
patients. National Associations active participation and support of Association activities throughout the year is the 
best evidence of our shared commitment and collaboration. One of the Collaboration project shared this year was 
on the Subject: Providing Safe Patient Care in Haemodialysis. Optimising Nurse/Patients ratio based on Patient 
complexity and skill mix.

Across Europe, the delivery of health care differs significantly in the way patient care is delivered and how staff is 
managed. However, while health care environments vary, the need for safe and efficient care delivery is shared. 
Currently, there is no data available on this topic and the differences between countries are not thoroughly known. 
The main objectives of this Project were:

1.To identify the existing working categories in haemodialysis units, 

2.To identify the distribution of the Nurses and other Professionals activities in the Haemodialysis unit (who’s doing 
what). We are very proud of our Collaboration and look forward to further collaboration in the future.

The first results were presented at the National Presidents meeting held during the Conference in Genoa. This 
project needs a second phase and we are very proud of our Collaboration and look forward to further partnership 
in the future.

We are very pleased of have being approached showing interest and signed new collaboration agreements with 
relevant worldwide renal associations like: ERA-EDTA, ACIN and European Society for Paediatric Nephrology (ESPN). 

Collaborations with National Associations

THE EUROPEAN SPECIALIST NURSES 

ORGANIZATION (ESNO) 

ESNO promotes and contributes to the health and wellbeing of Europeans by facilitating 
and enabling the political voice of specialist nurses. Through the collaboration with 
key stakeholders, the professional status and evidence-based practice of nursing 
specialties are strengthened. ESNO - The Voice of Specialist Nurses in Europe. ESNO 
aims to secure the recognition of specialist nursing in the EU and greater Europe 
through:

Promotion of long-term strategies and policies to advance professional development 
and healthcare in Europe; Cooperation with individual nurse specialist organisations; 
Participation in a number of European Commission meetings, forums and platforms, 
often with healthcare workforce partners; Provision of expert advices and sharing 
of best practices on subject dealing with specialism in nursing; Promotion and 
development of Nursing Guides; Provision of expert consultation to Healthcare 
European Commission, National Healthcare systems and patient organizations.

 EDTNA/ERCA is represented by Maria Teresa Parisotto and we are very proud for her appointment as “Governance 
Committee Member”. Maria Teresa in her ESNO role attended the meeting in the EU Parliament related to Skin 
Antisepsis. 
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Dr John Sedgewick - EDTNA/ERCA Education 
Consultant, Accreditation Committee Chair 

EDTNA/ERCA Accreditation of Renal Education 
Programmes 

An important focus within EDTNA/ERCA is the support provided to strengthen 
the professional education of renal nurses. Europe is extremely diverse in terms 
of its economic, social and political landscape and this presents challenges in 
harmonising renal education across Europe. Approximately 15 years ago, EDTNA/
ERCA launched an ambitious project under the framework of the EDTNA/ERCA 
Post Basic Core Curriculum to support ongoing developments in renal education. 
Over the years, there has been a continuing steady stream of applicants from 
universities, schools of nursing as well as renal industry partners to EDTNA/
ERCA seeking formal recognition of their renal education programmes. This is 
great news as EDTNA/ERCA has been a key supporter in some wonderful and 
creative renal education programmes that are currently offered across Europe. 
As well as the European success of the accreditation project, renal education 
programmes have also been successfully accredited from Asia-Pacific which 
further testifies to the international reach of the accreditation programme. 
During 2018, Michael Reichardt, Renal Teacher from Essen in Germany stepped 
down from the accreditation committee after serving for many years on the 
committee. Michael was instrumental in driving forward many of the new 
initiatives that have been launched over the years. A replacement for Michael 

is currently being sought with recruitment underway with the hope of a new member to join the committee in early 
2019. A number of new enquiries have been received during 2018 from Lebanon, Romania and Cyprus regarding 
applications for accreditation. As Chair of the accreditation committee, I have had the pleasure of hosting some 
extremely interesting video conferences with these new potential applicants who are working on some exciting 
renal education programmes. During the annual EDTNA/ERCA conference in Genoa, three accreditation awards 
were presented including:

•Alfred Krupp Krankenhaus, Essen, Germany (1-year re-accreditation)
•Klinikum Traunstein School of Nursing, Germany (1-year re-accreditation)
•Baxter (Dubai), Peritoneal Dialysis Fundamental Programme (1 -year accreditation)

As we move forward into 2019, new applicants are currently being supported to prepare their applications for 
submission and assessment during the 2019 summer period and I look forward to reporting on the outcomes of 
those assessments at a later date. The accreditation team are available to offer guidance and support to potential 
applicants who may be interested in pursuing EDTNA/ERCA accreditation. Further information can be obtained from 
: secretariat@edtnaerca.org
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Strengthening Partnership in Education – The 12th 
Fresenius Medical Care & EDTNA/ERCA Renal 
Nurse Education Programme

Dr. John Sedgewick - FMC & EDTNA/ERCA Renal Nurse 
Education Programme Chair 

The 12th FMC & EDTNA/ERCA Renal Nurse Education 
Programme was successfully delivered during the 
15 – 18 November, at the Crowne Plaza Hotel, Porto, 
Portugal. As in previous years since the launch of 
this innovative partnership in collaboration with 
Fresenius Medical Care, an outstanding educational 
programme was delivered. The theme for the 12th 
annual programme was ‘Innovation and Evidence Based 
Practice to Enhance the Patient Experience. Since the 
programme commenced in 2008 in Madrid, this annual 
programme has continued to develop and grow in ways that could not have been imagined. This growth has largely 
been due to the continuing support of the local Fresenius Medical Care team based in Dubai particularly Dr Malik 
Larak, Maria Bautista and Mohammed Yaseen whose collaborative working with EDTNA/ERCA faculty has been 
outstanding. This year’s programme was also hugely successful due to the local support from the NephroCare 
nursing team under the leadership of Joao Fazendeiro Matos, Country Nursing Director. More than 100 delegates 
from 16 countries from across the Middle East and Africa attended the 3-day programme. Guest speakers delivered 

lectures and workshops on topics focusing upon the 
patient experience and person-centred care. 

The challenges of an increasing patient population 
with Diabetes Mellitus was the focus of lectures and 
workshops particularly the role of renal nurses in the 
care of diabetic patients undergoing renal therapies. 
Throughout the 3 days, 14 plenary presentations 
were given as well as 12 clinically focused and highly 
interactive workshops. An important feature of the 
programme is the clinical case study presentations by 
delegates working in small learning groups, sharing the 
challengers encountered in caring for renal patients. 
The networking and problem solving that emerged 

amongst delegates as they worked through case scenarios was amazing. 

In keeping with the theme of this year’s programme, delegates enthusiastically engaged at 7am in the morning 
breakfast club which centred upon the topic of ‘The Forgotten Team Member – Engaging Patients in Improving 
Care’. This breakfast club resulted in some outstanding work from delegates related to the work of renal nurses 
and challenged them to develop strategies to enable and support patients and their families, as co-partners in their 
care, in developing service improvements.

A highlight of the programme is always the ‘Renal Challenge Quiz’ which see’s teams of delegates go head to head in 
a highly interactive competition to test their specialist knowledge on renal care; the ultimate prize being the Renal 
Challenge Cup. I am always amazed how over the 3 days 100 delegates connect and work so wonderfully together 
and engage in a truly dynamic and creative learning event. Guest speakers this year were from UK, Portugal, 
Germany, United Arab Emirates, Singapore, who all enriched the programme immensely. Delegate presentations 

Delegates engaged and ready to learn

The 2018 Renal Challenge Quiz - Winning Team
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from Kenya and Saudi Arabia further enriched the whole learning experience. The work of the EDTNA/ERCA Faculty 
members (Lesley Bennett, Avril Redmond, Ann Jones and Paula Davies) must also be recognised, for without their 
dedication and expertise this fantastic learning event would never happen. Now for a few months rest and time to 
re-charge the batteries before work begins on the 13th programme which will be delivered November 2019.

The Dialysis Outcomes and Practice Patterns 
(DOPPS) Programme

Mrs. Anna Marti I Monros 
DOPPS Coordinator

The Dialysis Outcomes and Practice Patterns (DOPPS) Programme is a prospective 
cohort study of haemodialysis practices based on the collection of observational 
longitudinal data for a random sample of patients from dialysis facilities in a 
representative and random sample of units in twenty countries.
EDTNA/ERCA and DOPPS - In 2005, after large study expansion within Europe, 
Arbor Research Collaborative for Health contracted with the European 
Dialysis and Transplant Nurses Association/European Renal Care Association  
(EDTNA/ERCA) to support the participating study sites. EDTNA/ERCA Clinical 
Research Associates (CRAs) provide support in Germany, Italy, Spain, Sweden, 

Belgium, and the United Kingdom. They liaise with the Country Investigators, Arbor Research, and the supporting 
staff at the study sites. The EDTNA/ERCA is instrumental in the success of the DOPPS within Europe under the 
coordinated role of Mrs. Anna Marti, Chair of the group of CRAs. We are pleased that a new contract was signed for 
another 3 years 2018 – 2021. 

A Joint Project between EDTNA/ERCA & DOPPS/Arbor Research supported by 

The RenalPro e-mail discussion group has provided a forum 
where members shared knowledge. Concerns about cyber 
security meant that that all messages sent to RenalPro had 
to be approved by the moderator before being reposted to 
the group. This is good in that the messages can be collated 
and the discussion, or ‘thread’, is more structured, but it 
relies on the moderator having time to devote to the group.

The exciting thing about RenalPro is that you often find 
that people are doing things differently in other units. The 
main topics discussed in 2018 were on: on isolated UF; are 
there any renal-specific tools for assessing the risk of falls 
that have a high prognostic ability?; survey on swimming 
with PD catheter and constipation in PD patients; dialysers 

to be ‘upcycled’ for water purification; exercise during dialysis, exacerbate cramps? ; dialysis-related cramps; 
vascular access problems, episodes of venous endothelial damage in Home Haemodialysis patients and much more. 
If you are already a member, you’ll know that the latest thread is about dialysis-related cramps – how often do 
they occur and what interventions do you make? If not, you can sign up at http://www.mailman.srv.ualberta.ca/
mailman/listinfo/renalpro. 

RenalPro Discussion Forum 

 Dr Elizabeth Lindley  
Renalpro Moderator - Specialist Clinical 

Scientist Department of Renal Medicine Leeds 
Teaching Hospitals NHS Trust



Annual Report 2018

26

Volunteers Functions and Representing Countries

Executive Committee (EC)

Edita Noruisiene  ..............................................................................................Lithuania, President
Jane Golland ....................................................................................................... Israel, Treasurer
Maria Teresa Parisotto  ....................................................................................... Germany, Secretary
Ilaria de Barbieri  .................................................................................................... Italy, Member
Tai Mooi Ho Wong  ............................................................................................... Spanish, Member
Anna Klis  ........................................................................................................... Poland, Member 
Anastasia Liossatou  ..............................................................................................Greece, Member 
Maria Cruz Casal  ........................................................................................ Spain, Co-opted Member

Brand Ambassadors

Michel Roden ................................................................................................................ Belgium
Despo Theodorou.............................................................................................................. Cyprus
Silvija Vladislavic ............................................................................................................ Croatia
Jitka Pancirova ......................................................................................................Czech Republic
Jeanette Finderup ......................................................................................................... Denmark 
Angela Drähne .............................................................................................................. Germany
Stavroula Vovlianou .......................................................................................................... Greece
Galia Barbalat .................................................................................................................. Israel
Donatella Chinello ...............................................................................................................Italy 
Irmina Vaicekauskyte ......................................................................................................Lithuania 
Anneta Trzcińska .............................................................................................................. Poland
Carlos Gonzalvez ............................................................................................................ Portugal
Bozica Stupar ...................................................................................................................Serbia
Sonja Pečolar ................................................................................................................ Slovenia
Anna Junque .....................................................................................................................Spain
Nils Andersson .............................................................................................................. Sweeden
Aase Riemann ...................................................................................................... The Netherlands
Mukadder Mollaoğlu .......................................................................................................... Turkey
Linsey Worsey ......................................................................................................United Kingdom

Finance Coordinator

Alois Gorke  ...................................................................................... Germany, Finances Coordinator

International Brand Ambassadors

Debbie Fortnum .......................................................................................Australia and New Zealand
Marie Richards ............................................................................................... United Arab Emirates
Hanadi Mezher  .............................................................................................................. Lebanon
Reem Saeed Mohammed Alhameedi ................................................................................. Saudi Arabia
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Dopps Project

Anna Marti I Monros................................................................................ Spain, Project Manager CRAs
Elena Cavero Porrero ...........................................................................................................Spain 
Rafael Casas .....................................................................................................................Spain 
Sunny Eloot .................................................................................................................. Belgium 
Yolande Pirard .................................................................................................. Belgium (Wallonia) 
Jeanette Wallin ..............................................................................................................Sweden
Marisa Pegoraro ..................................................................................................................Italy 
Giovanni Carbone ................................................................................................................Italy
Jennie King ..........................................................................................................................UK
Martin Schünemann ........................................................................................................ Germany

Consultants

Lesley Bennett .......................................................................................... UK.-Anaemia Consultant
Karen Jenkins .................................................................................................. UK.-CKD Consultant
John Sedgewick ............................................................ UK.-Education Middle East and Africa Consultant
Kalliopi Anna Poulia ............................................................................... Greece - Nutrition Consultant
Maria Tavares ......................................................................... Portugal - Peritoneal Dialysis Consultant
Mike Kelly .............................................................................. Ireland - Psychological Care Consultant
Ruben Iglesias .................................................................................Spain - Haemodialysis Consultant

Conference Scientific Programme Committee

Berislav Poje .......................................................................................... Scientific Programme Chair
Helen Noble ..................................................................................UK - Scientific Programme Member
Ilaria de Barbieri .............................................................................. Italy - Executive Committee Link

Publications

Nicola Thomas ................................................................................UK. - Journal of Renal Care Editor
Magnus Lindberg ...................................................................Sweden - Journal of Renal Care Co- Editor
Maria Cruz Casal .........................................................Spain- Newsletter Editor, Publications Coordinator

Research Group

Helen Noble (chair) .......................................................................................................UK - Chair
Veronica Strini ................................................................................................ Italy - Data Manager
Ilaria de Barbieri .............................................................................. Italy - Executive committee Link 
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