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Dear Friends & Colleagues, 

For us, within our Association, it is about ‘Achieving 

the best standard of education, standards and 

research for all renal care professionals caring and 

supporting their patients and families around the 

world. To be able to live by this Mission and 

the Purpose and Reason for being a true renal 

professional, we are many people involved. Many 

tasks to split and share among us, to become 

stronger and achieve our goals. Therefore it is our 

pleasure to provide you with the latest Updates & 

News after the success we have had in Valencia, 

during our 45th International Conference. I also 

would like to take the opportunity to already ask you 

to book the dates in your calendar for next years 

Conference which takes place in Krakow, Poland, 

September 9 – 12, 2017. More Updates & News will 

soon follow. 

With very warm regards, 

Maria Cruz Casal  

English Version's 

Editor 

Maria Cruz Casal 

Safety going Digital - Increasing the Awareness of 

Venous Needle Dislodgement - was launched at the 

Valencia Conference 
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Joint Project between EDTNA/ERCA & Redsense Medical 

 

This Project started last year at the International Conference in Dresden. The main objective was to create 

awareness of the lack of knowledge about VND and the consequences if nobody acts. 

 

The objectives were to  

 Minimize the risk of VND 

 Work as a Team between the Nurse and the Patient 

 Include Patient education for Home HD 

 Highlight the 12 steps which are extremely important  

To succeed with this project we also wanted to support on a blame free environment and that safety 

thinking has to be included into the culture as well as leadership. EDTNA/ERCA plays an important role to 

move safety further and to minimize the risks for VND 

 

Our aim for the Project was: 

 

To develop a useful, digital tool to increase safety during treatment and to further minimize the risks of 

VND. To start this process we had the pleasure of conducting a Survey together with the EDTNA/ERCA 

Brand Ambassadors 

 

To get the correct picture of what type of educational tools best address this unmet need we conducted a 

survey among our EDTNA/ERCA Brand Ambassadors 

 

The input was very valuable for the project in order to develop the Education Tool to improve patient 

safety and we would like to say Thanks to our Brand Ambassadors whom contributed to our 

survey: Australia, Belgium, Croatia, Czech Republic, Italy, Israel, Portugal, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden,  

The Netherlands 

 

The VND Team 

 

 
 

 

You can download the App at www.edtna-erca.com.  
 

 

  

 

New EDTNA/ERCA Project: Screening Nutritional 

Status in Patients with End Stage Renal Disease 
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Malnutrition increases the risk of illness and death in 

renal patients. Consequently, reliable estimations of 

nutritional status are essential for improved clinical 

outcomes in this population group. 

 

Step one of this new project is already underway. 

We’d like to thank all who have participated in the 

survey at the Conference. EDTNA/ERCA looks 

forward to further participation in this project and 

sharing its findings. 

 

We would also like to congratulate Ms. Carmen Font 

for winning the raffle of a free registration to the 

Conference in Krakow in 2017.  
 

 

  

 

Home Haemodialysis - A Nurses Guide to 

Implementing Best Practice in Home Haemodialysis 
 

Joint Project between EDTNA/ERCA & NxStage 

 

The start-up of this Project took place in Valencia during our Conference. The intent is to provide insight 

and education in order to increase the awareness of the possibilities of Home Haemodialysis. The reason 

behind is that there is an increase of dialysis patients who are seeking the life-changing freedom, 

improved energy, and logistical benefits that more frequent home haemodialysis can provide. 

 

The objectives of this Project are:  

 Define educational guidelines 

 Increase the range of education tools available for nurses, patients and carers 

 Create awareness and increase demand 

 Prepare an online education programme / tool and disseminate knowledge 

 First version in English, open for translation by EDTNA/ERCA Volunteers 

 

The Project will be launched at our 46th EDTNA/ERCA International Conference in Krakow, Poland, 

September 9th, 2017. We will inform continuously about the latest status and update of the Project. 

www.nxstage.com/  
 

 



4

 

News Diaverum Spain 
 

Diaverum Spain launched a Travel Guide for Renal 

Patients at our EDTNA/ERCA Conference in 

Valencia. If you didn’t have the opportunity to get a 

copy in English or Spanish, do not hesitate to 

download it from www.edtna-erca.com.  

 

 

 

New Electronic Paper Available on Our Website! 
 

 

Please be sure to visit Our website to read our latest 

electronic paper titled Diabetes, Chronic Kidney 

Disease and Anaemia, written by Iain E. Wittwer 

and Genalyn Sodusta. 

   

 
New Publications! 
 

There are three new publications available through 

the Association. All these books are available for 

immediate download on our website 

(www.edtnaerca.org)!  
 

 

Vascular Access Cannulation and Care: A 

Nursing Best Practice Guide for Arteriovenous 

Fistula (coordinated by Maria Teresa Parisotto) has 

now been translated into Bosnian, Croatian, French, 

Italian, Portuguese, Russian, Slovenian and 

Spanish.  
 

 

Vascular Access Cannulation and Care: A 

Nursing Best Practice Guide for Arteriovenous 

Graft (edited by Maria Teresa Parisotto and 

sponsored by Fresenius Medical Care)  

 

 

500 Questions and Answers on Peritoneal 

Dialysis: A Guide to Clinical Practice (edited by 

Aase Riemann and Debbie Fortnum) is available in 

digital format. Thank you to all our participants (65 

authors and reviewers!!).  
 

 

 

Are you committed and enthusiastic? Are you 

looking for a new challenge? 
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Join our team of Volunteers to play 

an active role in our worldwide 

Association. 

 

Become a part of an amazing team! 

 

The following Vacancies are open for 

EDTNA/ERCA Members: 

 

Currently there are the following 

Brand Ambassador positions open:  

 Brand Ambassador for 

Hungary 

 Brand Ambassador for 

Germany 

 Brand Ambassador for Ireland 

 Brand Ambassador for Israel 

 Brand Ambassador for 

Portugal 

Consultants for:  

 Peritoneal Dialysis 

 

 

If you are interested in any of these positions, or if would like to obtain a detailed Job Description, please 

contact the Secretariat at edtna_erca@adexcellentbranding.com   
 

 

 

New EC Members 
 

A warm welcome to our four new Members that have been appointed to join the Executive Commitee 

after the successful result of the election: Ilaria de Barbieri (Italy), Evgenia Golland (Israel), Raquel 

Ferreira Ribeiro (Potugal) and Maria Teresa Parisotto (Germany). Our Association is today more 

resourceful, thanks to their presence and commitment.  
 

  

 

It will be a time-consuming task for them and sometimes a challenging one. But we all hope that it will 

bring them also the invaluable reward of being part of the leading force that promotes not only scientific 

advancement in our association but managements challenges as well. 
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Important decisions were agreed at the 45th 

EDTNA/ERCA International Conference Annual 

General Meeting 
 

EDTNA/ERCA President ad interim, Marianna Eleftheroudi, opened the EDTNA/ERCA Annual General 

Meeting on September the 18th 2016, and while many Members didn’t miss the chance to make a 

difference and attended the Annual General Meeting (AGM), here is a chance to catch up the decisions 

that were made for EDTNA/ERCA. 

 

The President presented goals and actions achieved during 2016, the Finance Report was approved by 

the Members, and the new EC Members were officially announced. 

 

The first Motion proposed a New Constitution and was accepted by all Members. We have opened access 

to formal electronic communication, to enhance E- services and efficiency, and to lower costs for both 

Membership services and administration. 

 

The second motion proposed a new structure of Membership fees and categories was also approved. 

 

Again, the Executive Committee would like to thank all members present for their participation in the AGM, 

for their trust in leadership of the Association and their support. 

 

Members can still read the Motions on the website 

http://www.edtnaerca.org/pdf/home/agm2016/EDTNA_ERCA_Motion_2016.pdf  
 

 

 

EDTNA/ERCA Best Manuscript Scholarship Awards 

& Best Poster Awards 
 

The Valencia Conference has been a resounding success. To achieve this many volunteers have 

contributed to turn this event into a smoothly running scientific meeting with many very interesting 

presentations and posters and a positive atmosphere for discussion and networking. 

 

On behalf of the Scientific Committee of EDTNA/ERCA, it is an immense pleasure and privilege to 

announce and acknowledge the winners for this year’s Best Manuscript Scholarship Awards & Best 

Poster Awards.  
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The 3 successful winners of the Manuscripts Scholarship Awards competition presented during the 

EDTNA/ERCA Annual General Meeting at 45th EDTNA/ERCA Conference, Valencia Spain are: 

 

1st Prize - 500 € for the submitted manuscript: 

 

K. Havas1, A. Bonner1, C. Douglas1 

 
1School of Nursing, Faculty of Health, Queensland University of Technology, Brisbane, Australia 

 

The missing piece: Self-management support desires of patients with chronic kidney disease 

 

2nd Prize - 250 € for the submitted manuscript:  

 

F. Sharif1, N. Alqaissi2, D. Dowsett3, C. Greenway3, P. Byers3, M. Bishop4, A. Cullimore1, N. 

Richards1, M. Richards1 

 
1Nursing, SEHA Dialysis Services, Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates; 2Nursing, Fatima College of Health 

Sciences, Dhabi, United Arab Emirates; 3Health Faculty, De Montfort University, Leicester, United 

Kingdom; 4HEE Genomics Education Programme, NHS Birmingham, Birmingham, United Kingdom 

 

Awareness of renal nurses in identification and education of patients with inherited renal diseases 

 

3rd Prize - Full year EDTNA/ERCA Membership to maximum of 3 contributors to the abstract for the 

submitted manuscript: 

 

K. Pugh-Clarke1, S. Read2, J. Sim2 

 
1Kidney Unit, Royal Stoke University Hospital NHS Trust, Stoke-on-Trent, United Kingdom; 2Research 

Institute for Social Sciences, Keele University, Staffordshire, United Kingdom 

 

Symptom experience in non-dialysis-dependent chronic kidney disease: a UK qualitative study  
 

  

The 3 Best Poster Awards presented at the Closing Ceremony of 45th EDTNA/ERCA Conference, 

Valencia Spain are: 

 

1st Prize - 250 € 

 

A. Masià1 

 
1Haemodialysis, Clinica Girona, Girona, Spain 

 

Anxiety, depression and quality of life in patients undergoing chronic haemodialysis; 

observational cross section study 

 

2nd Prize - Certificate of Merit one full year EDTNA/ERCA membership for main presenter or author 

 

Storm, M, Bæk, B 

 

Department of Nephrology, Odense University Hospital, Odense, Denmark 

 

Patient involvement supported by information technology 

 

3rd Prize - One full year EDTNA/ERCA membership for main presenter or author 
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Sedgewick, J.M., Barrios, J., Al-Jehani, E., Habhab,T.W 

 

Department of Nephrology, King Faisal Specialist Hospital & Research Center, Jeddah, Saudi Arabia 

 

Successful pregnancy in a haemodialysis patient in Saudi Arabia – a case study 

 

May I take this opportunity to congratulate the above authors  in receiving the most prestigious and 

deserving awards as well as to thank them for their  valuable contribution to the scientific programme of 

the 45th EDTNA/ERCA Conference in Valencia. 

 

Anastasia Liossatou  

Scientific Programme Committee Chair  
 

 

 

EDTNA/ERCA Secretariat 

Källstorps Gård / Högs Byväg 118 / SE-246 55 Löddeköpinge / Sweden 

Phone: +46 46 70 96 24 / e-mail: edtna_erca@adexcellentbranding.com 

www.edtna-erca.com / www.edtnaerca-conference2016.com / www.edtnaercaprojects.org 

EDTNA/ERCA Pilatusstrasse 35, CH-6003 Lucerne, Switzerland 
  

  

 


