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 President’s Message 

As we look back on the incredible achievements and significant initiatives carried out by the 

European Dialysis and Transplant Nurses Association/European Renal Care Association 

(EDTNA/ERCA) in 2023, it is my immense pleasure and immense pride to address you. Inspiring 

work has been done by our organisation to promote renal care, encourage professional 

development, and fight for the best possible patient outcomes; I am humbled by this as we come 

together to deliver the Annual Report.  

There were many obstacles and new possibilities for cooperation and innovation in the last year. 

Resolute, flexible, and united in their mission to improve renal care throughout Europe and the 

world, the members of EDTNA/ERCA persevered through the ever-changing healthcare system. 

By working together, we have strengthened the ties within our community and advanced our 

mission.  

Vilnius, in Lithuania, hosted the 51st International Conference. Key activities, projects, and 

milestones that defined 2023 for EDTNA/ERCA are detailed in this annual report. Whether it's 

an advocacy campaign fighting for patients' rights and well-being or a knowledge-sharing 

initiative informing members of the newest renal care advances, our dedication to excellence 

shines through in everything that we do. As you read this report, you will see how our 

educational programmes, research, partnerships, and strategies for fostering the development 

of healthcare professionals with expertise in kidney care have had an effect. This book's 

anecdotes show how EDTNA/ERCA has changed the course of renal care for the better. 

Everyone who has contributed their time, knowledge, and resources to help EDTNA/ERCA 

achieve its goals—the volunteers, the association's core members, partners, and supporters—

has my deepest gratitude. All of you have been instrumental in our success so far, and your 

contributions will only serve to propel us further. 

Before we wrap up, I hope you take the time to peruse this Annual Report and commemorate 

EDTNA/ERCA's achievements and contributions from 2023 with me. Let us not waver from our 

collective goal of improving renal care, serving as patient advocates, and building a robust 

community of healthcare professionals as we move forward. 

 

Dr Ilaria de Barbieri    

EDTNA/ERCA President 

 



EDTNA/ERCA EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE -2023 

 

 

New Volunteers/ Changed Roles in 2023 

 

EDTNA/ERCA takes great pride in its team of 

over 50 volunteers, representing the 

diverse multidisciplinary focus of our 

association bringing together expertise 

from various fields to enhance patient care 

and support within the renal community. 

During the Annual General Meeting held in 

Vilnius, Lithuania, on the 15th of October 

2023, we had the pleasure of announcing 

the inclusion of new volunteers and the 

appointment of existing members assuming 

new roles. As we bid farewell to our 

departing volunteers, we extend our 

deepest gratitude for their remarkable 

dedication and contributions to our 

Association. Their tireless efforts and 

unwavering commitment have left an 

indelible mark on our community, and their 

presence will be greatly missed.  

We express our sincere appreciation to all 

our volunteers for their unwavering 

commitment and enthusiasm. Their efforts 

are instrumental in driving forward the 

mission of the EDTNA/ERCA and making a 

meaningful impact on the lives of those 

affected by renal conditions. As we move 

forward, we are excited to see the new 

heights we can achieve together, fuelled by 

the passion and expertise of our incredible 

volunteer team. 

New Volunteers: 

 Saule Kudzmiene- Brand 

Ambassador Lithuania 

  Eylem Topbas - Brand Ambassador 

Turkey 

  Naceur Chouayet- Transplant 

Consultant, Qatar 
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 Evangelos Latzourakis- 

Accreditation Committee Member, 

Cyprus 

 Tadeja Kokelj Jersin- Paediatric 

Nephrology Care Consultant, 

Slovenia 

 Volunteers with New Roles: 

 Maria Arminda Tavares -Treasurer, 

Portugal 

 Jane Golland- Past Treasurer/ EC 

member co-opted, Israel 

Leaving Volunteers: 

 Helen Noble -Scientific Board 

member-UK 

 Margaret McCann-Accreditation 

Committee Member-Ireland 

 Mukkader Mollaoglou- Brand 

Ambassador, Turkey 

 Michel Roden- Brand Ambassador, 

Belgium 

 Juby Thomas- Brand Ambassador, 

Ireland 

  Ana Luisa Grilo- Paediatric 

Nephrology Consultant, Qatar  

Lifetime member: 

The Executive Committee awarded Lifetime 

Membership to Tai Mooi Ho Wong. 

Tai Mooi has demonstrated exceptional 

qualities and achievements in service to the 

Association, making them highly deserving 

of the award. 

She has served as a volunteer since 2007 

when she assumed the roles of a CKD 

Interest Group Member and a coordinator 

for the EDTNA/ERCA Multilingual Patient 

Education Documents project. The 

documents encompassed 14 subjects and 

were translated into 13 different languages. 

Tai Moi, an author and editor, has 

participated in numerous other publications 

and translations of books and guidelines. In 

2018, she was elected as a member of the 

EC (Executive Committee). From 2019 to 

2022, she served as the Secretary of 

EDTNA/ERCA (European Dialysis and 

Transplant Nurses Association/European 

Renal Care Association). 

Publications 

 

EDTNA/ERCA has been publishing 

guidebooks since 2007, providing the latest 

information on various topics related to 

renal care. These topics include chronic 

kidney disease, haemodialysis, peritoneal 

dialysis, transplantation, acute care, 

nutrition, and psychosocial care.  

EDTNA/ERCA books have official status as 

publications with ISBNs and can be cited as 

references in academic literature. 

EDTNA/ERCA members have free access to 

all these books online in PDF format. The 

book's editors, authors, and reviewers 

possess extensive expertise in their 

respective fields. The input provided by the 

EDTNA/ERCA Scientific Board (SB) and 

subsequent revisions guarantee that these 

books are devoid of any plagiarised material.  

We provide translations of our publications 

into English, Bosnian, Croatian, Czech, 

Dutch, French, German, Greek, Hebrew, 

Italian, Latino, Polish, Portuguese, Russian, 

Slovenian, Spanish, and Turkish languages. 

I want to express my sincere gratitude to all 

the authors, editors, reviewers, Mrs Susan 

Rogers, the English Linguistic Reviewer, the 

members of the Scientific Board (SB), and 

numerous other volunteers who have 

greatly contributed to the success of our 

publications through their unwavering 
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dedication, strong commitment, and 

enthusiastic involvement.   

During 2023, we managed to consolidate 

the following publications projects. 

Presented below is a succinct summary of 

our accomplishments: 

 

New Books 
 

Managing Renal Support in Times of War 

and Mass Disasters 

 Editors & authors:  

Chrysanthi Avrami & Ioannis Stefanides 

Reviewers:  

Jane Golland & Chava Kurtz 

Foreword by Anastasia Liossatou  

 

Diet and Nutrition in Adults with Chronic 

Kidney Disease 

Editor:  

Kalliopi Anna Poulia  

Authors:  

Kalliopi Anna Poulia, Michael Chourdakis  

Meropi Kontogianni , Alexandros-Pantelis 

Tsigkas, 

Kalliopi Zafeirenia Karatzi, Zoe Pafili,  

Eirene Tsimpidi, Dimitrios Karayiannis,  

Deepa Kariyawasam, Iliana Papadopoulou, 

Chrysanthi Skalioti , Anastasia 

Kolomvotsou , 

Lydia Chrysoula, Dimitra Rafailia Bakaloudi 

 

Furthermore, as part of the strategic plan to 

promote and gain recognition and credits 

for our EDTNA/ERCA publications,  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

we initiated the application process for 

listing of EDTNA/ERCA books at the National 

Library of Medicine (NLM)PubMed – 

Bookshelf category section. A New listing 

for 2023 is the EDTNA/ERCA book 

"Supporting patients who opt not to have 

dialysis or stop dialysis - Guidelines for 

Nurses"  by Mike Kelly - EDTNA/ERCA 

Psychological Care Consultant.  

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100066772321105&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVkoV9kM4lpkfn9EYZNPwIemmgqck67EluXTWk3Si04I2diP_u4yw0bHpJfR3E0JzHrlyx_GTcrINoMslc9O-DNVs4a_IyL6UWNP1Tt3jd9VAuXA0AJbw5K99roXYcdMAdMtalOiygS2gXsbFzrsftZ3-i70QBeR5sszOgQseFzYw&__tn__=-%5dK-R
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Translations 
 

Supporting patients who opt not to have 
dialysis or stop dialysis -Guidelines for 
Nurses 

 

                                                                                                                                       

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

Editor: Mike Kelly, EDTNA/ERCA 

Psychological Care Consultant  

 

Authors: Kathy Burn, Jenny McGarry, Mike 

Kelly, Susan McKenna, Breda Callaghan 

Mulvanerty, Jeanette Finderup, Louise 

Engelbrecht Buur 

Translated into Czech by Jitka Pancířová   

 
Violence and Aggression in Renal Care- 

A Guide for Nurses 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Editors: Anastasia Liossatou & Jitka 
Pancířová 
Authors: Jitka Pancířová, Anastasia 
Liossatou, Helen Noble, Claire Carswell 
Hector E. Tsougarakis, Venetia Sofia 
Velonaki,  
Reviewer: Victoria Alikari 
 

 

Green Excellence in Dialysis- 
Recommendations for Sustainable Kidney 
Care- Interactive PDF 

Editors: Jitka Pancirova, Jane Golland 

Authors: Edita Noruisiene, Jitka Pancířová                                      

Martin Meier Jane Golland, Xavier Hueso 

Vanessa Hoehle, Silvia Corti 

 

Reviewer: Professor Raymond Vanholder  
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I am exceptionally thankful of the 

EDTNA/ERCA Brand Ambassadors for their 

outstanding work in translating these books. 

Their thorough attention to detail and 

dedication have significantly contributed to 

the dissemination of knowledge within the 

renal care community by making valuable 

information accessible to a broader 

audience. 

 

 

Anastasia Liossatou 

Publications Coordinator 

 

Regular Publications 
 

Newsletter 

 

In the field of kidney healthcare, staying 

informed and connected is crucial. At the 

European Dialysis and Transplant Nurses 

Association/European Renal Care 

Association (EDTNA/ERCA), we are 

dedicated to sharing valuable information 

with our members and the broader kidney 

care community through regular 

publications. 

 

The EDTNA/ERCA Monthly NewsFlash is a 

key communication tool, distributed to our 

members and Brand Ambassadors each 

month. During 2023, it was launched 12 

issues of NewsFlash, and uploaded to 

EDTNA/ERCA Website. It includes: 

 Updates and News: The latest 

developments in kidney care and 

EDTNA/ERCA activities. 

 Articles and Research: Insights 

from experts and summaries of 

recent research. 

 Events and Webinars: Information 

on upcoming educational 

opportunities. 

 Community Highlights: Activities 

and initiatives from our Brand 

Ambassadors. 

 

 

Newsletters 

In addition to the monthly NewsFlash, we 

publish two Translated Newsletters 

annually, in June and December. These 

newsletters are available in multiple 

languages and include: 

 Community Stories: Highlighting 

local kidney health initiatives led by 

our Brand Ambassadors. 

 Project Updates: Detailed reports 

on EDTNA/ERCA projects and 

activities. 

 Executive Committee Activities: 

Updates on their involvement in 

courses, symposiums, and 

congresses, highlighting key 

contributions and learnings. 

The EDTNA/ERCA's monthly Newsflash and 

biannual Translated Newsletters are central 

to our mission of connecting kidney care 

professionals globally. With the support of 

our members and Brand Ambassadors, we 
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look forward to continuing to enhance 

these publications and contribute to the 

advancement of kidney care. 

 

  

 
 
 
 

Maria Arminda Tavares  

Newsletter and Newsflash Editor 

 

Journal of Renal Care 

The Journal of Renal Care (JORC) is the 

official publication of the European Dialysis 

and Transplant Nursing 

Association/European Renal Care 

Association (EDTNA/ERCA). It publishes a 

broad range of peer-reviewed clinical, 

research and educational papers for health 

care professionals working in kidney care.  

According to the 2022 Journal Citation 

Reports (Clarivate Analytics), the Current 

Impact Factor for Journal of Renal Care is 

1.9 (+19% in one year). JORC now ranks 

67/125 (93/125 in 2021), ranking within the 

following categories: 

• ‘Nursing’ 

• ’Nursing (Social Science)’ 

• ’Urology & Nephrology’ 

From January 1 to May 2, 2023, the JORC 

received 249 submissions. The journal's 

popularity is increasing! During the year, 4 

issues of JORC were published and each 

time the Patient Editor ‘s summary on a 

particular paper of interest to patients was 

sent to 22 renal patient associations.  

  

 

 

 

 

The Editorial Team of JORC 

 

Magnus Lindberg 

Journal Editor 

 

  

 

 

 

Henning Søndergaard                                                                                                                                     

Patient Editor 

 

 

 

 

 

Veronica Strini  

JORC EC Link 

 

The 51th EDTNA/ERCA 

International Conference 
 
In 2023, the 51st International 
Conference was hosted in Vilnius, 
Lithania.  
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The main theme of the Conference was 
“Kidney Care in a challenging world - 
economic & sustainable implications” 
and two distinguished guest speakers 
were invited to share their specific view of 
the kidney care:  
 

 Prof Helen Noble,  
 Mrs. Neerja Jain  

 

 
 

163 abstracts were submitted. The 
Scientific Programme offered 6 guest 
speakers lectures, 3 Corporate Education 
Sessions, 7 workshops, 5 e-poster sessions, 
6 special sessions and 32 sessions in total. 
 
The most rated sessions by the delegates 
were “End of life & Conservative Care”, 
“Home Haemodialysis” and “Ethical, 
Psychological and Social impact of CKD”.   
All the workshops were rated by the 
delegates with the maximum score. 

 
 
The Conference was attended by more than 
510 delegates from Europe mainly: the top 
five countries were Croatia, Greece, 
Portugal, Turkey and UK. The Conference 
was accredited by the International Council 
of Nurses with 17,25 credits.  
 

 
 

The EDTNA/ERCA  

Scientific Board 
 
 
In 2023 the Scientific Board (SB) continued 
to focus on some studies as “Facilitators 
and Barriers to Receiving Palliative Care in 
People with Kidney Disease: Predictive 
Factors from an International Nursing 
Perspective” and the planning of future 
clinical researches.  
All the SB members were active in 
collaborating with the webinars and the 
publications.  
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The EDTNA/ERCA Scientific Board     

 

 

  

 
 

 
           Dr Ilaria de Barbieri 

Chair 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Dr Jeannette Finderup 

Member 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Mrs Veronica Strini 

Member 

 

 

 

 

Dr Claire Carswell 

                 Member 

 

 

 

 

 

Dr Afra Masià Plana 

Member 
 

Highlights of Webinars 
I  

 

 

 

During 2023 EDTNA/ERCA continued to 

offer to the active members a series of 

webinars: 

  14th March: How patients and 

relatives experience a peritonitis - 

Speaker: Jessica Baillie  

Moderator: Jeanette Finderup 

  26th May: Best practice evidence in 

peritoneal dialysis 

Speaker: Dr. Stephen O'Neill 

Moderator: Dr. Helen Noble 

  15th June: The power of POCUS 

for haemodialysis vascular access- 

Speaker: Ruben Iglesias     

Moderator: Silvia Corti Speaker 

 19th November EDTNA/ERCA 

Webinar in Greek. The Greek voice 

Vilnius                                  

Speakers: Evangelos Latzourakis, 

Chrysoula-Anthoula Panagiotou, 

Anna Dimopoulou, Alexandra 

Lioka, Vasiliki Mersingolou, 

Michael Tsanasidis        

Moderators: Stavroula Vovlianou, 

Vasiliki Zoi 

 

Dr Ilaria de Barbieri 

Scientific Board Chair 
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The European Specialist 

Nurses Organization (ESNO) 
 

The European Specialist Nurses 

Organisation (ESNO) is a non-profit 

organization. The objective is to facilitate 

and offer an efficient framework for 

communication and collaboration between 

ESNO and its constituent members. 

EDTNA/ERCA as a member of ESNO 

continues to work closely to promote the 

role of Specialist Nurses in Europe, 

particularly the Nephrology Nursing 

Specialty. 

In June 2023, Afra Masià-Plana and 

Anastasia Liossatou attended and 

participated at the ESNO Conference in 

Brussels. The event brought together 

specialists from the nurse community and 

was a resounding success. We had 

productive discussions with ESNO's 

President and Executive Director, 

strengthening collaborations between the 

two organizations.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

An important publication under the 

umbrella of Springer Nature "Principles of 

Nursing in Kidney Care." Will be completed 

during 2024. The book, edited by Afra 

Masià-Plana and Anastasia Liossatou, was 

presented during the conference, 

generating interest and constructive 

feedback.  

 

 

 

 

This publication is a joint collaboration with 

EDTNA/ERCA & ESNO and is being 

endorsed by the European Kidney Patient’s 

Federation.  

 

Anastasia Liossatou 

  EC Link – ESNO 
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The Ethical Charter 
 

EDTNA/ERCA applied to MedTech Europe 

to get License provided to the Trusted 

Partner by MedTech Europe. Two members 

of the EDTNA/ERCA Executive Committee – 

Deepa Kariyawasam and Sonja Pečolar 

successfully fulfilled the Ethical Charter 

application requirements, including passing 

the Assessment Procedure.  

On 29.1.2023 our president Mrs. Ilaria de 

Barbieri signed the Agreement and granted 

to EDTNA/ERCA a license to use the 

MedTech Europe Trusted Partner Logo for 

next 2 years.  

 

 

 

 

This voluntary certification initiative allows 

Healthcare Organisations and Professional 

Congress Organisers to express their 

commitment to abide by the principles of 

the MedTech Europe Code. 

EDTNA/ERCA will organise its Educational 

Events in accordance with the rules of the 

MedTech Europe Code. 

 

         

 

 

Sonja Pečolar            Deepa Kariyawasam 

 EC members 

 

 

Financial Report 2023 
 

During 2023, the Association operated an 

annual budget of 472,544 EUR. The total 

expenditure for the year amounted to 

406,579 EUR, resulting in a surplus of 

65,965 EUR. This positive financial outcome 

underscores the concerted efforts to 

maintain robust financial monitoring and 

budget discipline within the Association. 

The Bookkeeping 2023 was conducted in 

the currency EURO, consistent with 

previous years the transition made from 

Swiss Francs (CHF) to EURO (EUR) as the 

principal accounting currency.  

The examination of all current assets was 

based on original bank statements from 

respective banks, and all statements were 

meticulously filed. The balances stated are 

consistent with the values listed in the 

Balance Sheet.  

As of December 31, 2023, all positions in 

foreign currencies (outside of the EURO) 

were converted and recorded in accordance 

with the official exchange rates provided by 

the Swiss tax office. 

Amounts remaining in transfer or 

settlement accounts, as well as accruals and 

adjustments found in the bookkeeping, 

were kept to a necessary minimum, aligning 

with practices from previous years. All 

transactions were accurately and 

transparently recorded, reflecting rigorous 

financial management. 

The official audit and internal review of 

EDTNA/ERCA's accounts for 2023, alongside 

the examination of finance processes and 

bookkeeping, were successfully conducted 

on March 11, 2024, at the premises of 



Alpina Treuhand AG in Hergiswil, 

Switzerland. 

The audit confirmed that our financial 

practices are compliant with regulatory 

standards and are soundly managed. 

EDTNA/ERCA is fully registered in the 

Commercial Register of the Canton of 

Nidwalden, Switzerland.  

The Association’s Non-for-Profit Status is 

reviewed annually in accordance with Swiss 

regulations. We are required to submit an 

annual value added tax report and a report 

on annual accounts to the local Tax Office, 

ensuring ongoing compliance with tax 

requirements and the maintenance of our 

tax-exempt status. 

The challenge of safeguarding the financial 

viability and independent legal and fiscal 

status of the Association remains a priority.  

Effective financial management amid the 

current economic volatility in Europe, along 

with the successful organization of the 52st 

EDTNA/ERCA International Conference, in 

Athens, will be the principal goals for the 

Finance Team in 2024. 

This is my first report as the Treasurer of the 

Association, and I would like to extend my 

sincere thanks to all colleagues who have 

supported me in this role. I would especially 

like to acknowledge Alois Gorke, the 

Finance Administrator and Advisor, Edita 

Noruišienė, the Finance and Conference 

Coordinator, and other professional 

providers for their dedicated efforts and 

invaluable support throughout the year.  

Thank you also to the members of the 

Executive Committee for their guidance and 

assistance during this period of transition. 

 

Maria Arminda Tavares 

EDTNA/ERCA Treasurer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Association’s applications and 

social media activities 
 

The website of the EDTNA/ERCA represents 

the vision and mission of the Association 

and various activities and projects running 

in the EDTNA/ERCA.  

Throughout the year 2023, we have 

diligently updated EDTNA/ERCA website's 

pages with the latest news from the renal 

care community. We've ensured that 

visitors stay abreast of news, volunteer 

initiatives, and educational events 

organized by EDTNA/ERCA and our 

esteemed partners. 

EDTNA/ERCA stands as the first of renal 

association, leading the charge toward a 

greener future in nephrology units. Since its 

inception in 2010, our green initiative has 

transcended the boundaries of individual 

clinics, extending its reach to the very core 

of Association management. Our mission is 

clear: to seamlessly integrate 

environmentally conscious practices into 

the fabric of EDTNA/ERCA's strategies, 

thereby embodying sustainability in our 

goals, vision, and mission. 

In 2022, we marked a significant milestone 

with the launch of the Sustainable page on 

the EDTNA/ERCA website. This dedicated 

section serves as a hub for a diverse array of 

resources aimed at fostering sustainability 

within the renal care community.  

Applications, recorded webinars, and 

updates about the latest Association-wide 

"green" initiatives provide visitors easy 

access to invaluable tools and insights to 

support their sustainability journey. We 

invite you to explore our Sustainable page at 

https://www.edtnaerca.org/sustainability 

and join us in shaping a future where renal

care and environmental stewardship go 

hand in hand. 

The educational section was updated with 

new publications, e-library articles, 

webinars and RenalPro discussions. Our 

commitment extends to recording webinars, 

which are conveniently cataloged in the 

Education/Webinars section. These 

recordings serve as valuable resources for 

EDTNA/ERCA members, allowing them to 

revisit sessions or catch up on missed 

content. 

In an exciting new development, our Brand 

Ambassadors have taken the initiative to 

organize National Webinars in various 

languages, covering diverse topics. These 

webinars, hosted in local languages, aim to 

bridge language barriers and cater to a 

wider audience. Recordings of these 

sessions can be accessed not only through 

the Education/Webinars section but also on 

the Brand Ambassador pages specific to 

each country. Importantly, these resources 

are open to all users, promoting inclusivity 

and knowledge-sharing across borders. 

The Accreditation Program of EDTNA/ERCA 

supports the expansion and delivery of high 

quality, practice focused renal education 

programs. The Accreditation Committee 

supports renal education program 

development and through accreditation 

recognizes the significant work of educators 

across Europe, Middle East and Asia in 

delivering quality renal education. As a 

recent enhancement, a new page has been 

introduced in the Accreditation section 

titled "Accredited Renal Education 

Programs." This addition offers users an 

interactive experience, granting them 

access to both current and past accredited 

programs with a simple click on an 

interactive map. This innovative feature 

aims to provide users with seamless 

navigation and comprehensive information 

about accredited programs. For further 

insights into the accreditation process, we 
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encourage you to visit our website: 

https://www.edtnaerca.org/education/acc

reditation-programme  

Several new and translated EDTNA/ERCA 

publications were uploaded to the 

education section of the webpage and are 

available to the EDTNA/ERCA members. On 

the home page of the publication section, 

there is a summary of all new publications 

available and open for all users. To get 

access to the full text of the EDTNA/ERCA 

publication the users must have a current 

EDTNA/ERCA membership. 

The number of monthly active users of the 

site averages 1800 to 2500 per month. The 

most visited sections are Education, 

Webinars, Publication and Conference 

pages.   

You are welcome to visit our website: 

https://www.edtnaerca.org 

Social media is the most popular resource to 

reach information and news.  EDTNA/ERCA 

pages are active in all available Social Media 

channels- Face Book, Instagram, Twitter 

and Linked In weekly updates are available 

for the followers and various information 

about educational activities, organized by 

Associations and EDTNA/ERCA volunteers in 

countries, promotional material, 

collaboration projects and updates about 

EDTNA/ERCA Conference can be found 

there.   Social media is linked with the 

website and helps to increase traffic to it 

and improves its visibility. The most popular 

and used social media is Facebook. Our 

posts reach more than 6000 people. Our 

Instagram, Twitter and Linked In pages are 

also very active and the number of followers 

continues to increase 

 

Jane Golland 

EC Website & Social Media Link 

 

Collaboration & Networking 
  

Consistency and continuity are the keys to 

success. Collaboration and Networking with 

industry partners, universities, and sister 

associations continue with an increased 

presence and responsibility in participation 

and leadership with International 

Organizations and Workgroups. 

We are as always grateful to our corporate 

sponsors for supporting the educational 

needs of the renal workforce. 

 European Kidney Health Alliance (EKHA)  

• The Campaign "The decade of the 

kidney". 

• Celebrating 80 years of Dialysis» in 

the European Parliament in 

Brussels.  

• 2023 European Kidney Forum "The 

future on kidney care". 

• A workshop, "Improving Organ 

Donation and Transplantation in 

the European Union: Paving 

the way towards a Renewed EU 

Action Plan," was hosted by the 

Permanent Representation of 

Hungary to the European Union. 

European Specialist Nurse Organisation 

(ESNO) 



 

2023 - ANNUAL REPORT 

 
 

3 
 
 

• A publication under the umbrella of 

Springer Nature, is a joint 

collaboration with EDTNA/ERCA & 

ESNO and is being endorsed by the 

European Kidney Patient’s 

Federation (EKPF). Principles of 

Nursing in Kidney Care, joint 

publication’s project endorsed by 

the European Kidney Patient’s 

Federation.  

• Participation at the 5th Conference 

of ESNO, Brussels. 

 

Collaboration with National and 

International Associations 

• Lebanese Association of 

Nephrology (LANN) 

• HCA Healthcare UK  

• European Renal Association (ERA) 

• European Kidney Patient’s 

Federation (EKPF) 

• American Nephrology Nurses 

Association (ANNA) 

• Vascular Access Society (VAS) 

• Canadian Association of 

Nephrology Nurses and 

Technologists (CANNT/ACITN) 

• Spanish Society of Nephrology 

Nursing (SEDEN)  

• Croatian Nephrology Nurses 

Association (CNNA) 

• Italian Nephrology Nurses 

Association (SIAN)  

• EuroPD  

• Arbor Research (DOPPS) 

• KDIGO  

• CSL Vifor and others 

 

The Chronic Kidney Disease-associated 

Pruritus (CKD-aP) joint EDTNA/ERCA Project 

with CSL Vifor has continued to develop. 

The project was dedicated to raising 

awareness of various medical and nursing 

aspects around CKD-aP and included the 

development of: 

 A set of lectures at the annual conference 

on: CKD-associated Pruritus Management: 

A Patient-Centred approach for patients on 

haemodialysis 

Presenters: Dr Sebastian Koball and 

Assistant Professor Jeanette 

Finderup 

A plan for a publication in 2024 on CKDaP 

was also set. 

Consistency and continuity are the keys to 

success. Collaboration and Networking with 

industry partners, universities and sister 

associations continue with an increased 

presence and responsibility in participation 

and leadership with International 

Organizations and Workgroups such as 

KDIGO, EuroPD .  

We are as aways grateful to our corporate 

sponsors for supporting the educational 

needs of the renal workforce. Diaverum, 

DOPPS, Fresenius and Baxter sponsored 

sessions during the annual conference with 

many other companies also exhibiting their 

new products and innovations at our 

conference in Vilnius 

 

Partners and Projects 

 European Kidney Health Alliance 

(EKHA) 

 European Renal Association (ERA) 

European Best Practice Guidelines 

Committee 

 European Specialist Nurse 

Organisation (ESNO) 

 American Nephrology Nurses 

Association (ANNA) 
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 Canadian Association of 

Nephrology Nurses and 

Technologists (CANNT/ACITN) 

 Arbor Research for Health (DOPPS)  

 Vascular Access Society (VAS) 

 HCA Healthcare UK conference 

presentation 

 Collaboration agreements with 

several National Nurses 

Associations E.g. Lebanese 

Association of Nephrology Nurses,  

 Dutch Kidney Foundation who had 

supported with the translation of 

publications 

 KDIGO workshop on symptom 

management 

 EuroPD policy forum on home 

therapies 

 

 
Edita Noruišienė 

Finance and Conference 

Coordinator  

 

 
 

Deepa Kariyawasam 

EC Member 

 

 

EDTNA/ERCA in EuroPD Policy  

Forum 
 

During a pivotal moment at the EuroPD 

Congress in Bruges, Belgium, EDTNA/ERCA 

participated in the EuroPD Policy Forum on 

Home Therapies. This dynamic event 

focused on addressing critical issues 

through three central themes: Dialysis 

Provider Motivation, Empowering the 

Patient, and Education of Professionals and 

Lack of Staffing. Participants engaged in 

insightful working groups, diving into these 

themes with the aim of finding solutions to 

enhance the landscape of home therapies in 

Europe. The forum prominently featured 

the active participation of Maria Tavares, 

EDTNA/ERCA Treasurer, on behalf of the 

EDTNA/ERCA President and Sotiroula Gliki, 

Peritoneal Dialysis Consultant. Maria 

Tavares shared her experience, 

emphasizing the importance of 

understanding and boosting the motivation 

and engagement of healthcare 

professionals involved in dialysis care. 

Sotiroula Gliki, in her role as Peritoneal 

Dialysis Consultant, contributed to 

discussions addressing the empowerment 

of patients and tackling challenges related 

to the education of professionals and 

shortages in nursing staffing. 

 

The Association's dedication to its 

mission—to share knowledge, build 

education programs, and support 

healthcare professionals in their 

development—shone through during the 

discussions. We are enthusiastic about the 

opportunity to collaborate on specific 

projects related to Home Therapies. Count 

on us for dedicated efforts, shared expertise, 

and a collaborative spirit. 

 

As the discussions unfolded, it became 

increasingly evident that creating new 

bridges of understanding and influencing 

health policies are paramount for success in 

the field. The commitment of EDTNA/ERCA 

to advancing healthcare and shaping the 
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future of home therapies remains 

unwavering. 

 

 
 

Maria Arminda Tavares  

EDTNA/ERCA Treasurer & Newsletter Editor 

 

Activities related to National & 

International Associations 2024 
 
EKHA 
 
Dr Ilaria de Barbieri, EDTNA/AERCA 
President, was invited to attend the 
workshop, organized by EKHA, "Improving 
organ Donation and transplantation in the 
European Union: Paving the way towards a 
renewed EU action plan" on Thursday 25th 
January 2024, hosted by the Permanent 
Representation of Hungary to the European 
Union. 
 
On 9 October 2023, EKHA shared an open 
letter on organ donation and 
transplantation with European Union (EU) 
policymakers. This letter sets out the 
successes of the 2009-2015 EU Action Plan 
on Organ Donation and Transplantation, 
which succeeded in enhancing the 
efficiency and accessibility of organ 
transplant systems, improving donation and 
transplantation quality and safety across the 
EU and contributing to an increase in EU 
organ donor rates of 17%. This open letter 
joins a long list of activities that EKHA has 
been undertaking in the past few years, such 
as the 2019 European Commission Thematic 
Network on organ donation and 
transplantation, which culminated with the 
publication of a Joint Statement and a peer-

reviewed article in Nature Reviews 
Nephrology. Following the publication of 
the open letter, EKHA met with the 
Hungarian Permanent Representation to 
the EU, which indicated that organ donation 
and transplantation will be one of the 
priorities of the upcoming Hungarian 
Presidency of the Council of the EU (July to 
December 2024). 
 

 
EDTNA/ERCA as full member of EKHA was 
invited to support the role of the HCPs in the 
process of organ donation. Dr. de Barbieri 
highlighted the importance of the Nurse 
Transplant Coordinators, the need of 
supporting a specific education for these 
figures and the need of wide public 
education across Europe on organ donation. 
 
Following this event, in July Dr Ilaria de 
Barbieri, EDTNA/ERCA President, was 
invited to attend the High-Level Conference 
on Organ Donation and Transplantation, on 
the 11th July in Budapest (Hungary), 
organized by the Hungarian Presidency of 
the Council of the EU 2024, as Board 
Member of EKHA (European Kidney Health 
Alliance). 
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The Hungarian Presidency, through the 
words of its Secretary State of Health Dr 
Péter Takács, reiterated EKHA’s call to 
the European Commission and Member 
States to prioritize organ donation and 
transplantation in the new mandate. In 
his opening speech, Dr Takács 
highlighted the successes and lessons 
learned from the 1st EU action plan and 
recalled the importance of developing a 
new Action Plan in the near future. 
 
The European Commission was well 
represented with Health Commissioner 
Stella Kyriakides (via a video message) 
and European Commission Head of 
Sector on Substances of Human Origins 
Stefaan Van der Spiegel. They both 
confirmed the intention of the 
European Commission to do more on 
organ donation and transplantation, 
without committing to a 2nd EU action 
plan as yet. 
 
 
 
 
  

 

 
 
 
 
Professor Raymond Vanholder (EKHA 
President) spoke about transplantation 
inequity with an amazing presentation. 
EDTNA/ERCA is honoured to have been 
part of this gathering - an opportunity 
for shaping the future of 
transplantation. 

 

 

  

Horizon EU Project 2024 -KitNewCare - 
Pioneering Transformation in Kidney 
Healthcare Sustainability Across Europe 
 

 
 
KitNewCare Project, focuses on 
revolutionizing kidney care's approach to 
environmental sustainability. Led by Trinity 
College Dublin, the project aims to minimize 
environmental impact without 
compromising patient care. Recognizing the 
significance of collaboration, EDTNA/ERCA, 
as a healthcare professional association, 
was invited to join forces in finding solutions 
for a more sustainable healthcare future. By 
engaging various stakeholders, including 
healthcare professionals and 
policymakers, KitNewCare seeks to set new 
standards in sustainable healthcare 
practices, ultimately influencing broader 
medical fields. Through evidence-based 
governance mechanisms and life cycle 
assessments, the project endeavours to 
deliver cost-effective, accessible, and eco-
friendly solutions, fostering a greener future 
for healthcare systems across Europe. 
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This project is funded by an EU grant 
Horizon Project 2024.  
 
On the 4th and 5th March 2024 the 
KitNewCare Project Kick-off Meeting was 
held in Malmo (Sweden), attended by Ilaria 
de Barbieri, Edita Noruišienė and Jitka 
Pancirova as Quality and Environmental 
Consultant.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
EDTNA/ERCA partecipate at SIAN Congress 
 

 
 
Dr. Ilaria de Barbieri, the President of 
EDTNA/ERCA, shared the spotlight with 
Mrs. Cinzia Fabbri, President of SIAN (Italian 
Society of Nephrology Nurses), as they 
jointly inaugurated the SIAN Congress, held 
in Riccione (Italy) on the the 6-8 May. Their 
collaborative opening ceremony set the 
tone for a conference filled with 
partnership, innovation, and shared goals in 
the field of nephrology. 
 
As they addressed the audience, Dr. de 
Barbieri and Mrs. Fabbri's words resonated 
deeply, inspiring attendees with their vision 
for the future of nephrology. Their 
partnership exemplified the spirit of 
cooperation and mutual respect, laying a 
strong foundation for fruitful discussions 
and meaningful exchanges throughout the 
congress. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In representing EDTNA/ERCA at the SIAN 
Congress, Dr. Ilaria de Barbieri epitomized 
the spirit of collaboration and innovation 
essential for advancing nephrology at both 
national and international levels. Her 
presence served as a beacon of hope and 
progress for all those dedicated to 
improving the lives of people with kidney 
disease. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Alessandro Pizzo, the Vice-President of SIAN 
and Dr. Ilaria de Barbieri. 

 
 

 

Dr Ilaria de Barbieri    

EDTNA/ERCA President 
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Brand Ambassadors 

Programme 
 

Report on EDTNA/ERCA Brand 

Ambassadors (BA) Activities in 2023 

Introduction: The EDTNA/ERCA Brand 

Ambassadors (BAs) continued their pivotal 

role as liaisons between EDTNA/ERCA and 

the nephrology healthcare community in 

2023. With a strong local presence in each 

country, the BAs focused on enhancing the 

visibility of EDTNA/ERCA while providing 

support to members. Building upon the 

successes of 2022, the BAs undertook a 

variety of activities aimed at advancing 

renal care practices and strengthening 

connections within the community 

Our Brand Ambassadors are: 

 Australia & New Zealand–Debbie 

Fortnum  

 Belgium - Michel Roden 

 Croatia –Danijel Pripeljas 

 Cyprus- Despo Theodorou 

 Czech Republic – Jitka Pancířová 

 Denmark – Ditte Plum Olsen 

 Germany – Sabine Nipshagen 

 Greece - Stavroula Vovlianou 

 Italy- Silvia Corti 

 Israel –Zoya Grimberg 

 Lithuania – Saule Kudžmienė 

 Poland –Aneta Trzcińska 

 Portugal – Maria Eulalia Novais 

 Saudi Arabia -Reem Saeed 

Mohammed Alhameedi 

 Slovenia – Sonja Pečolar 

 Netherlands – Aase Riemann 

 Turkey – Mukkadder Mollaoğlu/ 

new Eylem   Topbaş 

 United Kingdom – Alírio Martinho 

Belchior 

1. Expansion and Diversification of 

Activities: In 2023 18 BAs worked hard to 

commitment to EDTNA/ERCA's mission. The 

BAs diversified their activities to encompass 

a broader range of initiatives, including: 

• Translation of EDTNA/ERCA books 

and resources into local languages, 

making valuable information 

accessible to a wider audience. 

• Translating and sharing survey and 

research project on topic of pruritus 

in CKD patients, contributing 

valuable insights to the field of 

nephrology care. 

• Continued participation in national 

conferences with presentations and 

EDTNA/ERCA booths, promoting 

awareness and engagement among 

healthcare professionals. 

• Writing articles for national 

newsletters, sharing expertise and 

best practices with a broader 

audience. 
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• Organizing local activities in 

conjunction with World Kidney Day 

(WKD), raising awareness about 

kidney health and the importance 

of early detection and prevention. 

• Continuing successful initiatives 

from previous years, such as 

webinars in native languages, which 

proved to be effective tools for 

knowledge dissemination and 

engagement. 

• 3 on-line networking meetings and 

one physical meeting of BA group 

was organised in 2023  

2. Knowledge Sharing and Collaboration: 

BAs continued to foster knowledge sharing 

and collaboration within their respective 

countries and beyond: 

• Serving as liaisons between 

National Associations and 

EDTNA/ERCA, ensuring effective 

communication and cooperation 

they continued representing 

EDTNA/ERCA at national 

conferences and events, advocating 

for the organization's mission and 

objectives. 

• Building upon the success of the 

national webinars in Portugal 

language in 2022, BAs organized 

additional webinars in local 

languages, reaching a wider 

audience and promoting 

engagement.  In Portugal language 

5 webinars were organised. Greek  

and Cyprus BA organised the first 

National webinar in Greek language 

on 19.11.2023 and reached 180 

attendees.  

• International collaboration efforts 

were strengthened, with the 

Lebanese BA organizing the first 

dialysis webinar in collaboration 

with the Lebanese Association of 

Nephrology Nurses (LANN), 

featuring EDTNA/ERCA President 

Ilaria de Barbieri as a guest speaker. 

3. Recognition and Impact, Enhancing 

Visibility of EDTNA/ERCA: The efforts of 

BAs were recognized and appreciated 

within the nephrology community: 

• The continuation of successful 

initiatives from previous years, such 

as webinars and national surveys, 

demonstrated the impact and 

relevance of EDTNA/ERCA's 

activities at the local and 

international levels. 

• The expansion of activities of BAs 

reflected the growing recognition 

of the importance of their role in 

advancing renal care practices and 

supporting healthcare 

professionals. 

• Positive feedback from participants 

and stakeholders underscored the 

effectiveness of BA-led initiatives in 

raising awareness, promoting 

engagement, and fostering 

collaboration within the nephrology 

community. 

• A new BA Turkey conducted a 

survey at national conference 

among their nurses and their 

perception of EDTNA/ERCA. Results 

will be analysed and are a great 

value for a future EDTNA/ERCA 

activities.  

4. Member Support and Engagement: BAs 

have been committed to providing ongoing 

support and engagement to EDTNA/ERCA 

members by: 
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•  actively supported nurses from 

various countries in becoming 

EDTNA/ERCA members, facilitating 

their access to valuable resources 

and networking opportunities 

within the organization. 

Conclusion: In conclusion, the activities of 

EDTNA/ERCA Brand Ambassadors in 2023 

demonstrated their continued commitment 

to advancing renal care practices and 

supporting members. Through a diverse 

range of initiatives, BAs played a vital role in 

enhancing the visibility of EDTNA/ERCA, 

fostering collaboration within the 

nephrology community, and promoting 

knowledge sharing at the local and 

international levels. As key ambassadors of 

renal care excellence, BAs are poised to 

continue making significant contributions to 

the mission and objectives of EDTNA/ERCA 

in the years to come. 

We would like to thank all our BA for their 

promotion, support and making 

EDTNA/ERCA visible on local levels. To be 

inspired by BA activities from the respective 

countries please visit our BA webpage on 

the EDTNA/ERCA website: 

https://www.edtnaerca.org/about-

us/brand-ambassadors 

 

 

       Sonja Pečolar 

  Secretary & BA Link 

 

Consultants Activities-Projects 
 

CKD Consultant 

   

In 2023 I wrote the EDTNA/ERCA booklet " 

Managing renal support in times of peace 

and war" which was presented at the 51th 

EDTNA/ERCA International Conference in 

2023. Furthermore, I created a 

questionnaire for a survey on "Management 

of Diabetic Foot care among Renal Nurses". 

This questionnaire was distributed during 

the workshop at the 51th EDTNA/ERCA 

International Conference in 2023. Also, 

during 51th EDTNA/ERCA International 

Conference in 2023, I managed a workshop 

in coordination with Liana Poulia on the 

"Diabetic foot assessment and Nutrition (a 

multidisciplinary workshop for nurses and 

dieticians). 

 

Chrysanthi Avrami                                                                              

CKD Consultant 

Education Consultant 

 

Accreditation Program During 2023, the 

Accreditation Committee held a number of 

online team meetings to continue to 

develop structures and processes to 

support successful accreditation activity. 

Work has continued on strengthening and 

enhancing the marketing of the 

Accreditation Program through the 

continued development of information on 

https://www.edtnaerca.org/about-us/brand-ambassadors
https://www.edtnaerca.org/about-us/brand-ambassadors
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the EDTNA/ERCA Association web page. 

This work has specifically included a global 

map that shows the spread of current and 

previous applicants who have achieved 

accreditation. The Accreditation Committee 

held its in-person meeting on June 7-9 in 

Abu Dhabi where the assessment of the 

2023 applicants was discussed and awards 

confirmed. During 2023, 6 programs were 

successfully accredited. Of these six 

programs, 4 were successful 

reaccreditations and 2 were new applicants. 

During 2023, we are pleased to report the 

first awards for EDTNA/ERCA Learning 

Hours to 3 applicants (see below).  

 

 

Renal Nurse Forum The 14th FMC & 

EDTNA/ERCA  

Renal Nurse Program was held in Antalya, 

Turkey March 10th – 14th, 2023 (see 

pictures). As Chair of the Nurse Forum, I 

worked closely with the faculty in 

developing the scientific program and 

closely collaborated with Fresenius Medical 

Care on the implementation strategy for the 

program. The highly successful program 

was attended by approximately 150 

delegates and several invited guest 

speakers which included the EDTNA/ERCA 

Nutrition Consultant Dr Kalliopi-Anna Poulia 

and the EDTNA/ERCA Psychological Care 

Consultant Mike Kelly. The theme chosen 

for the forum was ‘Learning from the 

Past…Stepping into the Future’.  

During 2023, I have also engaged with key 

leaders in learning development at 

Fresenius Medical Care, Dubai in relation to 

the 15th FMC & EDTNA/ERCA Renal Nurses 

Forum – it is anticipated that this will be 

offered in 2025 in Egypt.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Two long standing members of the 

EDTNA/ERCA Nurses Forum Faculty stepped 

down from their roles. Work has begun to 

recruit new faculty to support the delivery 

of the nurse’s forum in 2025.  

 

 

 

 

 

Dr John Sedgewick                      

EDTNA/ERCA Education Consultant 

EDTNA/ERCA Chair EDTNA/ERCA 

Accreditation Committee 

Applicant Program Name Accreditation Status Duration of Award 

Diaverum Renal Services 
Group 

Competence in Practice. 
Diaverum Nursing 
Programme (previous 
Health Care Renal 
Education Programme) 

Highly Commended. 
25 EDTNA/ERCA Learning 
Hours awarded 

4 years 

Fresenius Medical Care, 
Gulf, Middle East & 
Africa 

FME Middle East 
Peritoneal Dialysis 
Nephrology 
Nursing 
Course 

Commended. 
20 EDTNA/ERCA Learning 
Hours awarded 

4 years 

Fresenius Medical Care 
Portugal 

Renal Care for Nurses 
Programme 

Highly Commended 4 years 

Universty of Nicosia Nephrology Nursing 
Specialty Programme 

Commended 4 years 

Escola Superior de Saúde 
Atlântica 

Postgraduate Course in 
Dialysis for Nurses 

Commended 4 years 

Nipro Vascular Access in 
Hemodialysis 

Highly Commended 
13 EDTNA/ERCA Learning 
Hours awarded 

4 years 
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Haemodialysis Consultant 

 

For 2023 my activities were: 
I have organized two editions of the 
workshop on Ultrasound Guided 
Cannulation including simulation 
models for the practical part during the 
51st EDTNA/ERCA International 
Conference. As every year, I 
collaborated as abstract assessor and E-
poster assessor. 
 In the Conference I organized the 
session jointly with the Vascular Access 
Society (VAS) and chaired one session. 
 I have collaborated in writing of two 
chapters related to vascular access and 
ultrasound in the book “Principles of 
Nursing in Kidney Care”. As HD 
Consultant I organised a webinar in June 
about POCUS for haemodialysis vascular 
access.   
 

 

Ruben Iglesias 

EDTNA/ERCA Haemodialysis Consultant 

 

Nutrition Consultant 

 

The year 2023 was very active.  My activities 

for the EDTNA/ERCA included the following:   

• The new book of EDTNA/ERCA “Diet 

and Nutrition in Adults with Chronic 

Kidney Disease” has been published 

and presented in the plenary 

session of the 51st Congress in 

Vilnius 

• I co-organised a workshop for 

Diabetic Chronic Kidney disease at 

the 51st Conference 

• I contributed with two chapters in 

the Springer book “Principles of 

nursing in Kidney care” by the 

EDTNA/ERCA 

• I was a faculty member for the 14th 

FMA and EDTNA/ERCA Renal Nurse 

Education Programme of the 

EDTNA/ERCA that was held in 

Antalya in June 2023 and have 

attended the meetings prior to the 

event 

• I have started the development of 

the booklet with algorithms. 

 

Dr Kalliopi Anna (Liana) Poulia 

EDTNA/ERCA Nutrition Consultant 

 

Paediatric Nephrology Consultant 

 

During 2023, a new Paediatric Consultant 

was appointed 

 

Tadeja Kokelj Jeršin 

Paediatric Nephrology Consultant 
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Peritoneal Dialysis Consultant 

 

• January until December, working 

on the chapter of Nephrology 

Nurses in Peritoneal Dialysis (PD) 

of the Springer Nature Book 

Principles of Nursing in Kidney Care 

(coordination with Maria Tavares, 

Afra Masià-Plana and Anastasia 

Liossatou). 

• Collaborate, Questions and 

answers with RenalPro about PD 

during the year. 

• February: Participation in 2 

research studies: "Supporting the 

sexual health needs of patients with 

end-stage kidney disease or a 

kidney transplant: a survey of renal 

healthcare professionals". And 

"International Survey on Renal 

Nurses and Technicians barriers and 

facilitators to use of point-of-care 

ultrasound for guided vascular 

access cannulation". 

• June: ISPD-ISN Webinar on 2023 

Update on the Catheter-related 

Infection Recommendations 

• 7-8 October: I attended the 

conference of Hellenic Association 

of Independent Nephrologists 

(HASIN), in coordination with ISPD, 

in Thessaloniki, Greece. I 

contributed as EDTNA/ERCA PD 

Consultant to the Peritoneal 

Dialysis and Home therapies in 

Greece. I contributed as speaker 

and also co-chair with HASIN 

President Dr. D. Kirmizis to 

Peritoneal Dialysis Session for the 

round table discussion about 

patient training and shared care. 

This cooperation continues until 

today with correspondence and 

collaboration. 

• EDTNA/ERCA 2023 Workshop 

arrangement and presentation: 

Nurses' perceptions of Peritoneal 

Dialysis Unit Management and the 

importance of patients' views in 

planning their care. 

NOVEMBER: EuroPD I was invited by 

Professor Simon Davies, President of EURO 

PD, to BRUGES, BELGIUM, to join them as an 

EDTNA/ERCA PD Consultant and participate 

to the Public Policy Forum as speaker. My 

role there, was to co-lead with Dr. Wim van 

Biesen and Dr. Jeroen Kooman, a discussion 

about the Education of professionals and 

Lack of Staffing for Euro PD Policy Forum on 

Home Therapies in Europe.  

 

Sotiroula Gliki 

EDTNA/ERCA Peritoneal Dialysis Consultant 

 

Psychological Care Consultant 

EDTNA/ERCA Annual Conference 

At the conference in Vilnius, I conducted a 

workshop on ‘Nurse/Patient 

Communication – A helping hand or a deaf 

ear’? The workshop was well attended and 

there was plenty of participation from the 

delegates. I also gave a presentation 

entitled ‘Psychological Care – Learning from 

the Past, Preparing for the Future’.  

mailto:EuroPD@in-conference.org.uk
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Following the presentation, I was 

approached by several delegates who had 

questions regarding the content of my 

presentation.  

14th FME & EDTNA/ERCA Renal Nurses 

Education Programme: 

This conference was due to take place in 

March 2023 but was postponed due to the 

earthquake in Turkey. It finally took place in 

June 2023. I gave a presentation entitled 

‘The Changing Landscape of Psychology – 

past, present and future’. Delegates for this 

conference came from the Middle East and 

Africa. 

Also, at this conference I conducted three 

workshops entitled: (1) ‘Ethics’, (2) ‘Leading 

Teams through Change (with John Sedgwick) 

and (3) ‘Organ Donation and 

Transplantation’.  

  

 Mike Kelly 

EDTNA/ERCA Psychological Care Consultant 

 

Quality and Environment Consultant 

 

The year 2023 was focused on follow-up 

activities for the Green Excellence in Dialysis 

project in order to draw attention to the 

environmental burden of dialysis. In 

cooperation with B. Braun Avitum AG, we 

were able to translate the Green 

Recommendations for Sustainable Kidney 

Care from English into these languages: 

Croatian, Czech, Dutch, French, German, 

Italian, Lithuanian, Portuguese, Russian and 

Spanish. All of these translated publications 

were officially launched at the 51st 

EDTNA/ERCA International Conference in 

Vilnius and are available on the 

Association's website. 

After the Conference, we prepared for the 

Kick off meeting for the KitNewCare project 

(a new EU funded project) as our 

Association is happily involved. Project aims 

to help health and care systems better 

embrace environmental sustainability and 

climate-neutrality, with a focus on kidney 

care. The project runs from January 2024 to 

December 2027 and is led by the Trinity 

College Dublin. At the heart of this initiative 

is a pressing issue: healthcare systems are 

significant contributors to carbon emissions, 

accounting for approximately 5-11% of the 

total at global level.  

Within this context, kidney care emerges as 

an ideal candidate for systemic change due 

to its substantial disease burden, resource 

footprint and well-defined care pathways 

and ecosystem.  

 

Jitka Pancířová                                                                                                                                                    

Quality and Environment Consultant 
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Transplant Consultant 

 

During the year 2023, a new Transplant 

Consultant was appointed 

 

Naceur Chouayet 
Transplant Consultant 

 

The Dialysis Outcomes and 

Practice Patterns (DOPPS) 

Programme 
 

2023 has been what we could call a 

“transition year” for DOPPS, as Arbor 

Research after closing DOPPS 7 as planned, 

decided mainly for sponsorship related 

issues no to start DOPPS 8, with all the 

management and administrative work 

involved. 

EDTNA/ERCA CRA´s have been coordinating 

data collection in the seven European 

DOPPS countries: UK (karen Chalmers & 

Rona Grieve), Belgium (Michel Roden) 

France (Marc Boogaert) Sweden (Jenanette 

Wallin), Germany (Martin Schuenemann), 

Italy (Marisa Pegoraro) and Spain (Elena 

Cavero & Anna Marti) till the close out of 

DOPPS 7 as mentioned. 

During the excellent Annual Conference 

held in Vilnius and as in previous years a 

DOPPS Symposium was held with the 

following program:   

• The DOPPS Program - Latest 
findings on dialysis practice and 
outcomes. 

• Introduction- Roberto Pecoits-
Filho, MD, PhD, FACP, FASN. 
DOPPS Program Scientific 
Director. 

• Patient-reported outcomes 
(pruritus, PD drain pain, UK 
cognition study). Rona Grieve. 
EDTNA/ERCA DOPPS CRA UK 

• PDOPPS – latest findings- Michel 
Roden. EDTNA/ERCA DOPPS CRA 
Belgium 

• Transfusions and anaemia 
management in HD- Marisa 
Pegoraro. EDTNA/ERCA DOPPS 
CRA Italy 

• CKD to ESKD transitions- Anna 
Marti Monros. EDTNA/ERCA 
DOPPS PM 

Panel Discussion - All speakers and 
audience 
 
 

 

 

The Symposium focused on new findings 

provided by the DOPPS Study regarding 

modifiable haemodialysis practices and PD , 

with an online presentation from Dr. 

Roberto Pecoits-Filho DOPPS Program 

Scientific Director followed by online and 

onsite presentations from EDTNA/ERCA 

DOPPS CRA´S. The Symposium was well 

attended and was followed by a lively Q/A 

session. 

Despite the paramount effort done by both 

Arbor Research and EDTNA/ERCA the 

transition study designed could not 

developed but a new study could be started 

and it´s my pleasure to inform that Arbor 

Research and EDTNA/ERCA continue with 
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their most successful and fruitful 

collaboration with the New Study: 

“CONCORDIA” in UK, France and Italy, 

hopefully soon we´ll be able to re-initiate a 

“Full European Study”. 

I would like to take this opportunity to 

express my most sincere admiration and 

gratitude to all DOPPS participating facilities 

staff for having maintained its great 

standards during 2023 and for having 

supported DOPPS during this challenging 

period, and to my DOPPS CRA colleagues for 

their commitment and generosity. 

 

Anna Marti I Monros. 

EDTNA/ERCA DOPPS Project Manager 

 

RenalPro Discussion Forum 
RenalPro is an email-based forum where all 
professions working in nephrology share 
their experience, knowledge, ideas, and 
questions. We have 776 members from all 
over the world and we communicate in 
English. However, there is an opportunity to 
write in your native language if you are not 
confident in using English. The Brand 
Ambassadors of EDTNA/ERCA are available 
to assist with translation if required. 

In 2023 we discussed the following topics: 

➢ Taking blood from CVC lines 

• Directly or from the 
bloodlines? 

• Using a valve connector? 

• Hygienic procedures? 

• Quantity of blood 
discarded before taking 
the sample? 

• Dialysis-fluid flow-stop-
method 

➢ Iron markers? 
Which are used/useful? 

➢ Iron therapy during dialysis 

• Which product? 

• When? Procedure? 

• Iron diluted with saline 
solution? 

• Given by pump? 
Fractionally administered 
by hand? 

➢ Vascular Access Nurse 

• Duties and responsibilities? 

• Qualification? 

• Involved in pre-dialysis 
procedures? 

➢ PD during hospitalisation 

• Is it possible for patients 
who carry out the therapy 
themselves at home to 
continue it when they are 
hospitalised? 

• If it is carried out by nurses 
during a hospital stay- does 
the therapy take place in 
the dialysis unit or in the 
patient’s ward? 

• Only administered by 
specialised PD-nurses or by 
renal nurses 

• A small survey has been 
included 

➢ A call to report to the calling 
colleagues if peritonitis with 
streptococcus gordonii occurs in 
APD patients 

➢ Collecting ideas for developing KPIs 
sensitive to nursing care regarding 
vascular access 
All subscribers have access to the 
archive of RenalPro and the topics 
covered.  
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RenalPro is also an opportunity to 
launch a survey as you can reach out to 
a large number of professionals all over 
the world. 

 

 

        

Sabine Nipshagen & Chava Kurtz                    

RenalPro Moderators 

 

Volunteer positions and 

representing countries 
 

Executive Committee (EC) 

Ilaria de Barbieri - Italy, President 

Maria Arminda Tavares Portugal, 

Treasurer 

Sonja Pečolar - Slovenia, Secretary 

Anastasia Liossatou  - Greece, Publications 

Coordinator, Member 

Deepa Kariyawasam- UK, Member 

 Vasiliki Zoi- Greece, Member 

Jane Golland -  Israel, Co-opted member 

 

Finance Coordinator & Industry Relations 

Edita Noruišienė- Lithuania    

                                                                                                                     

Finance Administrator and Advisor 

Alois Gorke  - Germany 

                                                                                                                                              

Brand Ambassadors 

Michel Roden -  Belgium 

Despo Theodorou  - Cyprus 

Danijel Pripeljas - Croatia                                                                                                                                                                                

Jitka Pancířová  - Czech Republic                                                                                                                                 

Stavroula Vovlianou -  Greece 

Zoya Grimberg -  Israel 

Sonja Pečolar -  Slovenia 

Aase Riemann -  The Netherlands 

Silvia Corti  - Italy 

Ditte Plum Olsen   - Denmark                                                                                                                                                                             

Sabine Nipshagen -  Germany 

Aneta Trzcińska    - Poland                                                                                                                                                                                  

Maria Eulalia Novais-  Portugal 

Mukadder Mollaoğlu - Turkey                                                                                                                                                                         

Alírio Martinho Belchior -  United Kingdom 

Juby Susan Thomas  - Ireland 

 Saule Kudžmienė- Lithuania  

 

International Brand Ambassadors  

Debbie Fortnum – Australia & New Zealand   

Reem Saeed Mohammed Alhameedi-        

Saudi Arabia 

Consultants 

Chrysanthi Avrami- Greece-CKD Consultant 

John Sedgewick UK-Education Middle East 

and Africa Consultant 
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Ruben Iglesias                                                                                                                                    

Spain- Haemodialysis Consultant  

Kalliopi Anna Poulia                                                                                                                               

Greece - Nutrition Consultant 

Tadeja Kokelj Jeršin 

Slovenia-Paediatric Nephrology Consultant 

Maria Tavares Portugal - Peritoneal Dialysis 

Consultant 

Mike Kelly Ireland - Psychological Care 

Consultant 

Jitka Pancířová                                                                                                                                                    

Czech Republic - Quality and Environment 

Consultant 

 
Naceur Chouayet 
Qatar, Transplant Consultant 

 

Scientific Board 

Ilaria de Barbieri                                                                                                                                 

Italy - Scientific Board Chair 

Helen Noble                                                     

UK - Scientific Board Member 

Veronica Strini                                                                                                                                 

Italy - Scientific Board Chair 

Jeanette Finderup                                                                                                                            

Denmark - Scientific Board Member  

Afra Masià Plana                                                   

Spain – Scientific Board Member 

Claire Carswell                                               

 UK - Scientific Board Member 

Publications 

Magnus Lindberg, Sweden - Journal of 

Renal Care Editor 

Henning 

Søndergaard                                                                                               

Sweden – Journal of Renal Care Patient 

Editor 

Maria Arminda Tavares-  Newsletter Editor 

Anastasia Liossatou , Greece- Publications 

Coordinator 

 

 DOPPS Project 

Anna Marti Monros: DOPPS Project 

Manager. 

CRA SPAIN: Elena Cavero & Anna Marti. 

CRA GERMANY: Martin Schünemann.   

CRA UK: Karen Chalmers &   Rona Grieve. 

CRA ITALY: Marisa Pegoraro. 

CRA FRANCE:  Marc Boogaert         

CRA BELGIUM: Michel Roden. 

CRA SWEDEN: Jenaette Wallin. 

 

English Proofreading Coordinator 

Susan Rogers - The Netherlands  

 

 


